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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  31st,  1865. 

Read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Colored  Population, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM 


MAJOR  GEFL  LEW.  WALLACE, 


IN   RELATION  TO  THE 


tttAu»nf»  !»«»», 


TO  THB 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  MARYLAND. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
RICHARD  P.  BAYLY,  PRINTER. 

1865. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  MIDDLE  DEPARTMENT, 
EIGHTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Baltimore,  January  28th,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Frazier, 

Speaker  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir: — On  the  16th  instant  your  Honorable  Body  passed  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  General  commanding  the  Middle 
Department,  for  such  orders  as  he  may  have  issued  touching 
persons  made  free  by  operation  of  the  New  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  together  with  such  documents,  corres- 
pondence, &c.j  as  may  be  in  the  "Freedman's  Bureau,"  re- 
lating to  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  papers  on  file  in 
said  Bureau  have  been  examined,  and  that  such  as  were 
likely  to  furnish  information  upon  the  subject  involved,  or  to 
be  of  the  remotest  importance,  are  herewith  enclosed  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  above  mentioned. 

With  your  permission,  I  will  add  that  in  issuing  an  order 
taking  the  Freedmen  under  military  protection,  my  great  ob- 
ject was,  to  leave  them,  if  possible,  in  such  condition  and  in 
such  status,  that  the  Legislature,  when  it  met,  would  find  no 
difficulty  or  complication  in  acting  on  the  subject. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEW  WALLACE, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


Head  Quarters  Middle  Department, 

General  Orders,  )  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

No.  112.  \    Baltimore,  Md.,  November  §th,  1865. 

Official  information  having  been  furnished,  making  it  clear 
that  evil  disposed  parties  in  certain  counties  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  within  the  limits  of  the  Middle  Department,  in- 
tend obstructing  the  operation,  and  nullifying,  as  far  as  they 
can,  the  emancipation  provision  of  the  New  Constitution  ; 
and  that  for  this  purpose  they  are  availing  themselves  of  cer- 
tain laws,  portions  of  the  ancient  slave  code  of  Maryland,  as 
yet  unrepealed,  to  initiate  as  respects  the  persons  heretofore 
slaves,  a  system  of  forced  apprenticeship  ;  for  this,  and  for 
other  reasons,  among  them  that  if  they  have  any  legal  rights 
under  existing  laws,  the  persons  spoken  of  are  in  ignorance 
of  them  ;  that  in  certain  counties  the  law  officers  are  so  un- 
friendly to  the  newly  made  freedmen,  and  so  hostile  to  the  be- 
nignant measure  that  made  them  such,  as  to  render  appeals 
to  the  courts  worse  than  folly,  even  if  the  victims  had  the 
money  with  which  to  hire  lawyers  ;  and  that  the  necessities 
of  the  case  make  it  essential,  in  order  to  carry  out  truly  and 
effectively  the  grand  purpose  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  emancipation  of  every  slave,  man,  woman  and 
child,  within  her  limits,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember of  this  present  year, — that  there  should  be  remedies 
extraordinary  for  all  their  grievances, — remedies  instantane- 
ous without  money  or  reward, — and  somebody  to  have  care 
for  them,  to  protect  them,  to  show  them  the  way  to  the  free- 
dom of  which  they  have  yet  but  vague  and  undefined  ideas  ; 
It  is  therefore  ordered  : 

I.  That  all  persons  within  the  limits  of  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment heretofore  slaves,  but  now  free,  by  operation  of  the 
New  Constitution,  shall  be  considered  under  special  military 
protection,  until  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  may,  by  its  en- 
actments, make  such  military  protection  unnecessary. 

II.  A  Freedman's  Bureau  for  said  Department,  is  hereby 
created,  office  in  Baltimore,  Major  Wm.  M.  Este,  A.  D.  C, 
in  charge. 

III.  Major  Este  is  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  this  or- 
der ;  and  to  make  it  effective,  he  is  authorized  to  institute 
investigations,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  make 
necessary  arrests. 

IV.  Provost  Marshals  in  their  several  Districts,  particu- 
larly those  on  the  Eastern  and  Western  Shores,  are  requested 
and  directed  to  hear  all  complaints  made  to  them  by  persons 
within  the  meaning  of  this  order,  to  collect  and  forward  in- 
formation and  proofs  of  wrongs  done  to  such  persons,  and, 
generally,  to  render  Major  Este  such  assistance  as  he  may  re- 
quire in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 


V.  As  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  out  this  order  wi1'  out 
having  a  place  in  which  the  sick,  helpless  and  needy  can  be 
temporarily  rested  and  provided  for,  Major  Este  is  directed  to 
take  possession  of  the  building  known  formerly  as  the  Mary- 
land Club  House,  but  now  named  ''Freedman's  Rest,"  to  se- 
lect some  excellent  lady  to  take  charge  of  the  same  as  ma- 
tron, and  to  suitably  prepare  and  furnish  as  m;iny  rooms  as 
may  be  required  for  the  purpose  proposed.  And  that  this 
may  be  speedily  accomplished;,  donations  are  respectfully  so- 
licited from  ail  philanthropic  and  christian  persons  wherever 
resident.  All  fines  hereafter  assessed  and  collected  by  the 
Provost  Marshal  of  the  Department  will  be  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  the  Freedman's  Rest.  To  supply  immediate 
wants,  Major  Este  is  further  directed  to  draw  on  Col.  Wool- 
ley. 

VI.  Lest  the  moneys  derived  from  donations,  and  from 
fines  collected,  should  prove  insufficient  to  support  the  insti- 
tution in  a  manner  corresponding  to  its  importance,  Major 
Este  will  proceed  to  make  a  list  of  all  the  avowed  rebel  sym- 
pathizers resident  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  with  a  view  to 
levying  such  contributions  upon  them  in  aid  of  the  "Freed- 
man's Rest/'  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  required. 

VII.  Major  Este  will  enter  upon  the  execution  of  this  order 
without  delay. 

By  command  of 

MAJOR  GEN'L  WALLACE. 

Oliver  Matthews, 
Asst.  Actjb.  General. 
Official, 

Sam'l  B.  Lawrence,  A.  A.  G. 


Prince  Fredeick,  Maryland, 

November  15th,  1864. 

Major  Este  : 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  an  order  has  been  issued  from 
head  quarters  concerning  the  colored  people,  and  to  prohibit 
the  binding  out  negro  children  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 
It  was  commenced  here,  but  the  above  mentioned  order  came 


down  on  Friday  last,  and  now  it  is  said  they  did  not  bind 
any  after  hauling  several  ox-cart  loads  to  the  Court  House,  be- 
sides several  droves,  be  that  as  it  may,  I  think  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  to  wait  awhile  before  trying  it  again. 
The  parties  who  started  this  binding  are  known,  and  it  may 
be  that  as  the  Orphans'  Court  did  not  give  them  negroes  to 
work  their  farms,  and  they  may  not  be  able  to  get  them  in 
this  county,  they  may  apply  to  the  society  in  Baltimore  for 
hands  to  work  their  farms,  but  I  hope  that  they  be  disap- 
pointed. Some  of  these  gentlemen.  I  understand,  have 
threatened  vengeance  on  the  few  Union  men  of  this  county, 
because  the  few,  as  they  are,  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  and  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  one  Union  man  has 
been  killed  already,  but  whether  it  was  done  as  a  beginning, 
and  they  intend  to  finish  the  balance,  I  am  unable  to  say,  as 
my  information  is  from  a  source  I  would  not  or  could  not 
rely  on,  because  it  is  from  colored  persons,  although  they  can 
tell  truth  as  well  as  any  one  else.  But  if  this  killing  was  done 
because  the  deceased  was  a  Union  man,  it  looks  like  there  is 
some  truth  in  the  report.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  few 
Union  men  here  to  have  some  protection.  In  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  colored  people  of  this  county,  if  it  is  necessary 
to  have  an  agent  here,  as  I  think  it  is.,  I  wish  you  to  send  a 
copy  of  your  order  and  by-laws  to  me,  and  any  information 
you  want,  and  I  capable  of  giving,  that  will  benefit  the  good 
cause  in  progress,  I  shall  be  glad  to  aid  you.  Please  answer 
this  as  soon  as  soon  as  received,  and  address, 

W.  B. 
Prince  Frederick,  Calvert  county, 

Maryland. 

Endorsed — "Kelative  to   the  binding  out  of  free   colored 
children  against  their  parents  consent,  &c." 


Washington  County,  near  Sharpsburg,  Md., 

November  22d,  1864. 

General  Wallace, 

Sir: — As  various  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Or- 
phans' Court  for  the  binding  out  of  freed  orphan  children, 
and  refused  on  the  ground,  that  by  your  order  the  civil  autho- 
rities have  been  superseded  by  the  military,  until  by  such 


enactments  of  the  Legislature  military  protection  may  be  no 
longer  necessary.     I  deem  it  expedient  to  appeal  to  you  on 
a  distressing  and  similar  case  in  our  own  family,  which  is  not 
susceptible  of  delay;  my  husband,  Rev.  John  A.  Adams,  is  a 
clergyman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  hut  with   bad 
health  and  owning  a  farm  near  Sharpsburg,  and  on  which  he 
resides,  had  the  care  of  the  church  there  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  w;ir  and  it  was  destroyed.     Although   born  and 
nursed  in  the  lap  of  slavery  and  owning  slaves  all  my  life, 
yet  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  it.     In  procuring  hands  for 
the  farm  and  to  save  a  girl  of  fourteen  from  being  sold  South 
we  purchased  her,  who  notwithstanding  all  religious  instruc- 
tions could  not  overcome  the  associations  of  early  parental  ex- 
ample and  became  so  dissolute  and  profligate  as  to  have  three 
illigitimate  children,  two  daughters  of  white  fathers  (both 
married  men)  and  a  boy,  the   son  of  a  black  man,  also  mar- 
ried.    Being  opposed  to  selling  servants  and  by  the  laws  of 
Maryland,  unable  to  liberate  her,  we  had  to  retain  her  in  our 
own  family.     After  the  birth  of  her  last,  a  little  girl  of  three 
years,  she  married  a  free  black  man  as  worthless  as   herself, 
who  hired  about  often  ten  miles  distant,  remaining  with   us 
when  he  had  no  other  home.     After  the  birth  of  two  children 
in  marriage  he  became  so  careless  as  not  to  visit  his  family 
for  weeks,  and  the  consequence  was  an  intimate  connection 
with  a  free  yellow  man,  the  fruit  of  which  was  a  little  girl 
that  fortunately  for  herself  died.     Mr.  Adams   abhoring  her 
dreadful  course  notified  her  husband  that  he  should  either  re- 
side with  us  or  take  his  family  with  him;   he  preferring  the 
latter  we  sent  them  last  spring  to  him  at  Hagerstown,  where 
he  is  now  residing,  we  retaining  the  illegitimate  children,  to 
whom,  Anna  Harris  the  mother,  wras  often  unkind  and  cruel. 
Getting  tired  of  work  in  her  state  of  freedom,   (she  candidly 
acknowledged  she  had  never  worked  so  hard  in  her  life,)  she 
began  to  devise  ways  of  returning  to  us,  accordingly  one  day 
in  the  middle  of  last  September  a  miserable  old  buggy  filled 
to  overflowing,  with  a  poor  old  horse  drove  up  to  our  door. 
They  pretended  to  have  been  robbed  and  driven  off  by  the 
rebels,  and  intended  spending  a  few  days  with  the  older  chil- 
dren, but  on  false  pretences  days  were  prolonged  to  weeks, 
finally  her  hoops  were  laid  aside,  and  after  two  days  of  ex- 
treme illness  gave  birth  to  a  poor  diseased  infant  boy  that 
lived  24  hours.     We  had  great  trouble  and  expense  with  her 
and  when  restored  to  health  we  reminded  her  that  she  had 
better  return  home.     At  this  her  countenance  fell  and  ven- 
geance was  written  on  her  brow.     After  making  preparations 
for  her  departure  and  knowing  her  propensity,  without  her 
knowledge  we  had  her  trunk  examined  and  as   we  expected 
found  many  stolen  articles,  amounting  probably  to  $10  or  $12, 
these  we  extracted,  of  which  she  was  not  aware  until  her  ar- 
rival at  home,  but  the  hour  for  revenge  was  at  hand.     The 
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1st  of  November  liberated  her   children  and  the  old  buggy- 
drew  near  one  cold  rainy  day,  when  the  lady,  arrayed  in  white 
lawn  muslin  sprang  out,  accompanied  by  her  two  little  girls 
in  summer  clothing  without  shawl  or  cloak.     She  demanded 
her  children,  who  were  given  up  in  the  presence  of  witnesses. 
The  oldest  girl,  nearly  14  years,  reluctantly  consented  to  go, 
the  boy  gave  his  willingly  and  we  are  credibly  informed  that 
he  is  now  running  about  the  streets  of  Hagerstown.     The 
youngest  girl,  Susan  Myers  Hinsley,   of  9    years  threw  her 
arms  around  me  weeping  bitterly  and  in  the  deepest  anguish 
said,  "Oh  Mitty  save  me  !  I  cannot  go,  do  not  let  mamma  have 
me."     I  laid  my  hand  on  her  head  but  could  not  speak,  her 
very  great  distress,  however,  seemed  to  mortify  the  mother 
and  she  declared  she  would  not  take  her  against  her   wish, 
but  since  we  have  learned  that  she  has  vowed  to   have  her 
through  blood  and  murder.     Susan  is  a  bright  mulatto,  very 
pretty,  with  straight  hair  and  very  intelligent,  very  anxious 
to  learn  to  read,  which  I  am  teaching  her.     All  three  have 
been  instructed  in  the  first  rudiments  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  Commandments,  &c.     The  elder  girl  reads  her 
spelling  book  and  the  boy  had  commenced,  but  not  to  weary 
you  longer,  will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  aid  me  in  this    distress- 
ing case,  for  I  know  not  what  to  do.     Susan  is  constantly 
trying  to  find  places  to  secrete  herself  and  teasing  me  almost 
hourly  to  know  if  I  am  going  to  let  her  mother  have  her,  and 
reproaches  Mr.  Adams  saying,  "I  will  black  markeys  (mas- 
ters) boots  and  do  anything  for  him  and  he  is  going  to  give  me 
up."     In  vain  I  have  endeavored  to  convince  her  of  our  ina- 
bility to  retain  her.     As  these  are  times  of  great  imposition 
and  I  a  stranger  to  you,  if  you  require  it,  I  can  give  you  re- 
ferences to  the  most  respectable  people  in  Sharpsburg  as  to 
the  reliability  of  what  I  have  said  in  this  matter;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Benton,  Dr   Biggs,  Mr.  Hebb,  &c.     Expecting  every 
day  that  this  woman  will  put  her  threats  in  execution,  you 
will  confer  a  great  favor  on  us  by  directing  us  what  to  do  as 
soon  as  possible.     As  Gen.  Stevenson  has  command  of  this 
Department  it  may  come  under  his  jurisdiction,  in  that  case 
please  do  me  the  favor  to  enclose  this  letter  to  him. 

With  much  regret  to  add  to  your  already  onerous  burdens, 
believe  me,  with  very  great  respect,  yours,  &c, 

M.  A.  ADAMS. 
Major  Gen.  Stevenson  or  Wallace. 

Endorsed — "Writes  in  relation  to  colored  children  in  the 
family  who  wish  to  remain,  that  their  parents  intend  taking 
them  away,  asks  what  to  do." 


Birney  Barracks, 
Baltimore,  December  5th}  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

A.  A.  Gen'l  Middle  Depart.  8tli  A.  C 
Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  been  requested 
to  lay  before  the  Commanding  General  the  following  case  : 

Susan  Spicer,  a  colored  girl,  was  hired  by  her  mistress, 
Mrs.  S.  Poshong,  before  the  State  was  emancipated,  to  Mrs. 
Malcolm,  living  on  Charles  street  Avenue,  and  it  is  said  she 
treats  her  in  the  most  cruel  manner,  keeping  her  for  twenty- 
four  hours  at  times  without  food.  Also,  that  she  has  had 
scarcely  any  clothes  to  her  back  or  shoes  to  her  feet  for  nearly 
a  year.  She  is  kept  at  work  under  servilence,  and  as  soon 
as  she  is  done  she  is  confined  in  a  room  and  no  one  is  allowed 
to  see  or  speak  to  her. 

Hoping  something  may  be  done  to  relieve  this  poor  creature 
from  the  hands  of  her  tyrants. 

I  remain  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  AUGUSTA, 

Surgeon  7  th  U.  S.  C.  Troops. 

Endorsed — "A  statement  of  the  ill-treatment  of  Susan  Spi- 
cer, a  colored  girl,  by  Mrs.  Malcolm,  residing  on  Charles 
street  Avenue.     Hopes  something  may  be  done  for  her." 


I  went  to  my  master  after  my  children  and  he  ordered  me 
away ;  he  told  me  if  I  did  not  go  he  was  going  to  shoot  me  ; 
he  says  before  I  shall  have  my  children  he  will  blow  their 
brains  out ;  he  says  I  must  not  step  my  foot  on  his  farm 
again. 

There  is  three  boys  with  my  sister's  child  ;  my  two  boys 
and  my  sister's  child,  Perry,  Henry,  Tom. 

Mr.  Jimmy  Gailes  is  my  master,  Eastern  Shore,  Maryland. 

HESTER  ANTHONY. 

Endorsed — "States  her  master,  Mr.  James  Gailes,  holds  her 
children  and  refuses  to  give  them  up." 
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Baltimore,  November  lAth,  1864. 

To  Major  Wm.  B.  Este,  A.  D.  C., 

In  charge  of  Freedmen's  Best : 

Respected  Sir : — Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  I  am 
enable  to  make  a  written  statement  asking  your  assistance,  if 
need  be,  or  your  advice.  Last  April,  my  child  was  taken 
from  me  and  sold  to  Mr.  Olville  McGrill,  living  about  thirteen 
miles  on  the  Washington  Koad,  a  short  distance  from  Gen'l 
Tyler's  Head  Quarters,  Relay  House. 

Being  extremely  anxious  to  see  my  child,  I  engaged  with 
Mr.  Henry  Smith,  livery  stable  keeper,  on  Eutaw  Place, 
corner  of  Dolphin  street,  to  convey  me  to  the  above  farm  for 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  I  had  not  been  on  the  above  place 
five  minutes,  not  even  seeing  my  child,  when  I  was  ordered 
off  with  a  threat  that  if  ever  I  set  my  foot  on  his  place  again 
he  would  shoot  me,  and  he  also  threatened  Mr.  Smith,  who  at 
the  time  took  note  in  his  memorandum  book,  with  date  and 
words  made  use  of,  stating  to  Mr.  McGill  that  at  some  future 
time  he  might  probably  make  use  of  it.  As  the  State  of  Mary- 
lnad  has  declared  her  to  be  free,  I  her  natural  guardian,  feel  de- 
sirous to  have  possession  of  her,  but  from  the  above  threat  am 
fearful  of  making  the  attempt  to  regain  her,  and  would,  if 
consistent  with  your  duties,  ask  your  interposition  and  advice 
so  that  I  may  once  more  obtain  my  child,  which  I  have  been 
told  has  been  very  badly  treated  since  she  left  me.  At  that 
time  she  had  good  under  and  outside  clothing,  but  since,  as  I 
am  informed,  has  become  almost  naked  and  shoeless  and 
thereby  caused  me  many  sleepless  hours  and  uneaseness  of 
mind.  If  you  should  render  the  assistance  as  prayed  for  I 
shall  be  under  many  obligations  and  will  ever  hold  you  in 
remembrance. 

Eespected  sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Signed  for  LAVINA  BROOKS, 
at  present  living  with  Dr.  Dunbar, 
No.  151  Lombard  St,  near  Honover. 
[The  girl's  name  is  Susan  Brooks,  about  10  years  of  age.] 

Endorsed — "States  Mr.  Oliver  McGill  holds  her  child  as  a 
slave  and  asks  that  it  be  returned  to  her." 
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Provost  Marshal's  Office, 

Second  (2d)  District,  Maryland. 

Baltimore,  Nov'r  l&th,  1864. 

General  Lewis  Wallace, 

Commanding  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Maryland. 

General  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your 
action  a  list  of  persons  in  Harford  county,  furnished  by  my 
special  agent,  James  A.  Webster,  who  have  had  the  children 
of  colored  persons  bound  to  them  since  the  adoption  of  the 
New  Constitution,  without,  and  against  their  parents  con- 
sent. 

I  am  General, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

ROBERT  CATHCART, 
Capt.  and  Pro.  Mar.  2d  Dist.  Md. 


List  of  persons  in  Harford  county  who  have  had  the  chil- 
dren of  colored  persons  bound  to  them  since  the  adoption  of 
the  New  Constitution  without,  and  against  their  parents 
consent  : 


Dr.  Wm.  T.  Mumiekheyson,  3d  Election  District, 
Children, 
Hermann  Stump,  aged  8  years,  25th  May,  1864,  bound  until  21 . 
Adaline  Stump,        "  6      "     15th  July,     Cl         "       "     18. 
Charles  Johnson,     "  4      "     19th  Mar.      "         "       "     21. 
Caroline  Benson,     '<  16     "     15th  May,     "         "       "     18. 

Wm.  B.  Stephenson,  2nd  Election  District, 
Children, 
M.  Ellen  Peaco,  aged  7  years,  5th  July,  1864,  bound  until  18. 
Jacob  Peaco,  "     5      "       31st  Dec.    «         "         "     21. 

Capt.  John  A.  Webster,  3d  Election  District. 
Children, 
Thomas  Segar,  aged  9  years,  15th  Oct.  1864,  bound  until  21. 
Nathaniel  Segar,  "    1     "      15th  April,  "         "         il     21. 
2 
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Jackson  Dorney,  1st  Election  District. 
Children, 

John  Ringgold,  aged  16  years,  5th  Feb.  '64,  bound  until  21. 

George  Ringgold,  "14       "     5th  June,  "  "       "21. 

Amanda  Ringgold,  <<    11       "     1st  July,    "  "       »     18. 

Alonzo  Giles,  "    19       "     1st  Oct.      «         "       "     21. 

Robert  Henry,  1st  Election  District. 
Children, 
Reuben  Jackson,  aged  10  years,  5th  Feby  '64,  bound  until  21. 
John  Jackson,       "       6     "       11th  Mar.    '.<         i*       <<     21. 

John  Martin,  1st  Election  District. 
Children, 
Alexander  Homes  aged  16  years,  1st  Sept.  '64,  bound  until  21. 

Henry  Clay  Emory  or  Homes,  aged  14  years,  10th  May  1864, 
bound  until  21. 

Rose  Homes,  aged  13  years,  20th  July,  1864,  bound  until  18. 

James  Silver,  2nd  Election  District. 
Children, 
Carolina  Giles,  aged  15  years,  25th  Nov.  '64,  bound  until  18. 
Pamelia  Giles,      "     11      "      15th  Sept.     "      "         "     18. 
Phoebe  Giles,        "     10      "      2nd  Dec.      "      "         "     18. 

R.  John  Rogers,  3d  Election  District. 

Children, 

Laura  Allen,   aged  8  years,  12th  Nov.  '64,  bound  until  18. 
Ch's  H.Hall,      <<     3         "     1st  Oct.         "        "         \f     21. 

R.  N.  Hanna,  3d  Election  District. 
Children, 

Augustus  Washington,  aged  13  years,  6  March,  1864,  bound 
until  21. 

Joshua  W.  Knight  1st  Election  District. 
Children, 

King  Rice,  aged  14  years,  10th  Dec.  1864,  bound  until  21. 

Lloyd  Rice,     "     13         "     18th  Dec.       <<         "         "     21. 

Endorsed — "Transmits  list  of  persons  in  Harford  county, 
furnished  by  James  A.  Webster,  who  have  had  colored  chil- 
dren bound  to  them  against  their  parents  wish." 
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Head  Quarters,  Annapolis,  Md., 

Ofeice  Provost  Marshal, 

November  15th,  1864. 

Col.  John  Woollet, 

Provost  Marshal  8th  A.  0. 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Col.  Adrian 
R.  Root,  Commanding  Post,  District  of  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, I  have  the  honor  to  ask  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  binding  out  of  negro  children  by  the  civil  authorities 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  this  thing  is  being  car- 
ried on  here  by  secessionists,  (under  cover  of  an  old  State 
law,)  to  such  an  extent  that  it  threatens  to  take  every  able 
bodied  negro  boy,  (without  regard  to  age,)  from  his  parents 
just  at  the  time  when  they  are  becoming  able  to  support 
themselves. 

I  have  seen  the  order  of  General  Wallace  in  the  newspaper 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  have  not  received  an  official 
copy  of  said  order,  and  respectfully  ask  specific  instructions 
as  to  how  far  I  can  go  officially  in  this  matter. 

I  am  Colonel, 
Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
GEO.  W.  CURRY, 
Capt.UhDel.  Vol., 

and  Provost  Marshal. 

Endorsed — ''States  that  the  secessionists  are  taking,  (under 
cover  of  an  old  State  law,)  every  able  bodied  negro  boy  in 
this  locality,  without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  wishes 
some  instructions  in  the  matter." 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  1864. 

Statement  of  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Connaivay : 

States  that  one  of  her  children  has  been  bound  to  John 
Hamilton  "Wolf,  and  another,  a  boy,  to  Stephen  B.  Dorsey. 
They  were  bound  out  the  second  day  after  the  passage  of  the 
Free  State  Constitution,    and  were  taken  to  Ellicotts  Mills 
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for  that  purpose.  Would  have  followed  and  undertaken  to 
jtrevent  their  being  bound,  but  was  afraid  of  the  consequences 
to  herself.  Desires  that  the  Commanding  General  may  pro- 
cure their  release. 

ber 
Harriet  A.  M  Conn  aw  ay. 
mark. 

Witness, 
Wm.  R.  Merrill. 

Endorsed — "A  statement  of  the  binding  out  of  her  children 
to  John  H.  Wolf  and  Stephen  B.  Dorsey,  desires  that  they 
be  released." 


Philadelphia,  November  12th,  1864. 
Major  Este,  Baltimore. 

Dear  Sir : — Hearing  of  the  creation  of  a  new  Bureau,  call- 
ed the  "Emancipation  Bureau,"  with  its  office  at  Baltimore, 
and  that  you  were  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  it,  I  most  respect- 
fully ask  an  appointment  under  you. 

As  regards  character,  capability,  &c.,  I  can  offer  numer- 
ous references,  among  whom,  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd,  of 
this  city. 

Hoping  you  may  grant  my  request. 

I  remain  yours,  &c, 

GEO.  COPELAND, 
1206  Chestnut  Street. 

Endorsed-— "Requests  an  appointment  in  the  Freedman's 
Bureau," 
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Baltimore,  November  2UU,  1864. 
Col.  Woolley  : 

Dear  Sir: — This  will  be  handed  you  by  Mary  Dixon,  col- 
ored, who  has  a  son  bound  here,  and  wishes  to  get  him  re- 
leased, and  wishes  you  to  put  her  in  the  way  to  get  it  done; 
I  know  her,  she  is  free,  and  belongs  in  Dorchester  county, 
Maryland. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

H.  J.  CARROLL. 

Endorsed — ''States  Mary  Dixon,  colored,  has  a  son  bound 
out  that  she  wishes  to  get  released." 


Baltimore,  December  6th,  1864. 

I  went  to  the  Eastern  Shore  after  my  little  boy  some  two 
weeks  since  and  found  him  at  the  house  of  my  former  master, 
John  Mackfuley.  I  informed  Mr.  Mackfuley  that  I  had  come 
for  my  son,  he  told  me  that  I  could  not  have  him. 

Mr.  Mackfuley  had  previously  told  my  husband  that  he  would 
not  give  up  the  boy  until  he  found  out  positively  that  he  could 
not  hold  him. 

her 
HENRIETTA   txj    CLAYTON, 
mark 

Endorsed — "States  that  Mr.  John  Mackfuley  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  holds  her  boy.     Requests  he  be  delivered  to  her." 


Baltimore,  November  l&th  1864. 

Gen.  Wallace, 

Sir: — James  Coker  is  made  free  by  the  Constitution  of 
Maryland,  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  him.  I  have  lost 
three  women  and  a  boy  and  have  no  means  to  do  anything  for 
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him,  and  send  him  to  you  as  I  hear  they  have  made  some  pro- 
visions for  the  freedmen. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  N.  DUNKELL. 

Endorsed — "States  James  Coker  is  made  free  by  the  Con- 
stitution. He  has  no  means  to  do  anything  for  him  and  sends 
him  to  Maj.  Gen.  Wallace  as  he  hears  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  freedmen." 


Baltimore,  Md.,  November  18$,  1864. 

Statement  of  Lucy  Dorse y, 

I  was  a  slave  of  Mrs.  Mary  Wetherington,  my  daughter 
was  also  a  slave  to  the  same  lady  in  Carroll  county,  Md.,  and 
is  yet  held  by  Mrs.  Wetherington  who  refused  to  let  me  have 
her  when  I  went  after  her  on  Monday,  the  14th  inst.  My 
daughter  is  12  years  of  age.  Fer  mistress  wanted  to  bind 
her  as  an  apprentice,  but  the  Justice  would  not  do  so.  I  wish 
to  have  her  returned  to  my  charge,  as  her  mistress  refuses  to 
give  her  up,  I  appeal  to  the  General  Commanding  to  assist 
me. 

her 
LUCY   M    DORSEY. 
mark 
Witness, 

Wm.  E.  Merrill. 

Endorsed — "States  Mrs.  Mary  Wetherington,  Carroll  coun- 
ty, Md.,  holds  her  daughter  and  requests  she  be  given  up." 


Baltimore,  November  18$,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wallace, 

Dear  Sir: — The  bearer  Lydia  Dorsey,  (colored,)  I   have 
known  her  for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years,  she  is  an  honest, 
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industrious,  sober  and  praisworthy  woman  and  able  to  accom- 
plish any  task  she  may  undertake. 

Most  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

A.  G.  STABLER, 
Ticket  Agent,  B.  &  0.  It.  R. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  ISth,  1864. 

Statement  op  Lydia  Dorsey, 

Thomas  R.  Brown,  304  Madison  Avenue,  has  taken  my 
grand-children  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  has 
bound  them  against  the  will  of  their  parents.  I  made  appli- 
cation to  Mrs.  Brown  to  get  my  grand-children,  but  she  said 
I  must  apply  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  bound  them.  The  Black 
Republicans  did  not  do  it,  but  Mr.  Brown.  He  has  been  a 
hard  master  and  would  not  hire  a  doctor  when  the  children 
were  sick.     I  live  at  No.  10  Richmond  street,  Baltimore. 

her 
LYDIA   H     DORSEY. 
mark 
Witness, 

W.  J.  Sliver. 

Endorsed — "States  Thomas  R.  Brown,  304  Madison  Avenue 
has  taken  her  grand-children  to  the  Eastern  Shore  and  bound 
them  out  against  the  will  of  their  parents." 


Hon.  Sir : — I  have  been  informed  that  you  had  the  com- 
mand of  all  that  were  set  free  by  the  New  Constitution,  and 
therefore  I  thought  it  best  to  see  you  about  my  children  that 
are  bound  out  to  their  former  owner,  Mr.  Irving  Spence,  who 
lives  in  Worcester  county,  Snow  Hill  district.  He  had  three 
of  my  children  bound  to  him,  two  of  them  are  boys,  the 
oldest  is  about  half  a  year  of  age,  and  he  carried  their  mother 
from  them  in  the  year  1859,  and  I  was  taken  from  them  last 
fall  by  Col.  Bowman  at  the  time  he  was  enlisting  slaves  in 
Maryland,  so  I  went  on  to  Benedict  with  him.  I  was  there 
examined  for  a  soldier,  but  being  that  I  was  lame  in  one  of 
my  limbs,  they  brought  me  away.  Then  I  went  to  Boston, 
and  there  stayed  till  the  New  Constitution  came  out.  Then 
I  came  down  after  my  children,  and  found  them  bound  out, 
so  I  went  and  asked  him  for  them,  and  he  told  me  I  could 
not  have  them,  and  so   I  left  him  and  went  to  Dr.  Hub- 
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ble,  and  he  said  that  I  would  have  to  employ  a  lawyer  to 
prove  that  the  binding  of  the  children  were  not  right.  I 
went  then.  He  thought  I  could  have  them,  and  I  asked  the 
lawyer  about  it,  and  he  said  that  he  could  get  them  for  me  if 
I  would  pay  him  ten  dollars  a  case,  which  would  be  thirty 
dollars.  I  thought  I  would  first  see  you,  and  if  you  could 
not  do  anything  for  me,  then  I  would  employ  him.  My  two 
youngest  was  bound  the  day  before  the  New  Constitution, 
and  the  other  one  was  bound  on  the  same  day  of  the  New 
Constitution. 

JOHN  DENNIS, 
Snow  Hill,  Worcester  county,  Maryland. 

Endorsed — "Makes  statement  concerning  his  three  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  was  bound  out  the  day  before  the  adoption 
of  the  New  Constitution,  and  the  other  one  the  day  of  its 
adoption. 

" States  that  a  lawyer  has  offered  to  get  them  for  him  if  he 
would  pay  him  $10  a  case,  which  would  be  $30.  Thought  he 
would  first  make  enquiry  of  the  Major  General  commanding." 


Baltimore,  Dec.  6th,  1864. 
To  Griff.  Wallace: 

Hon.  Sir : — I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  a  few  lines  to 
you  to  know  if  there  is  no  way  for  me  to  get  my  children 
that  are  now  in  Worcester  county  bound  down  in  slavery  to 
their  former  owner.  I  asked  him  for  them  last  week,  but  he 
let  me  know  that  I  could  not  have  them,  and  then  he 
wanted  to  know  what  I  wanted  with  them.  I  told  him  what 
I  wanted  with  them,  and  he  said  that  he  considered 
the  children  the  children  of  his  negro  woman,  and  he 
meant  to  keep  them  and  do  by  them  as  he  has  done  by  his 
slaves  in  the  past,  and  no  better  than  he  done  by  them,  and 
teach  them  what  he  intend  for  them  to  know,  and  no  more 
than  he  intend  them  to  know.  I  went  to  the  Provost  Marshal, 
and  he  told  me  that  you  he  thought  would  take  hold  on  it 
soon,  but  my  children  are  naked,  and  I  am  able  to  clothe 
them  as  soon  as  I  can  get  them.  Hon.  Sir,  will  you  give  me 
some  satisfaction  if  you  please. 

They  are  in  the  hands  of  their  owner,  Irving  Spence,  Snow 
Hill,  Worcester  county.     Please  answer  me  if  you  please. 

JOHN  DENNIS. 
I  will  wait  for — Direct  your  letter  to  Dallas  St.,  No.  95. 
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Endorsed — "States  Mr.  Irving  Spence,  at  Snow  Hill,  Md#, 
holds  his  children  and  refuses  to  give  them  up.  Requests 
they  be  released." 


Baltimore,  Dec.  2,  1864. 

Sir: — This  is  to  inform  you  that  five  years  ago  I  hired  with 
a  family  keeping  the  Three  Mile  House,  on  the  Hookstown 
road,  by  the  name  of  Bufiinton.  I  had  a  girl  child  thirteen 
years  old.  After  living  there  one  week  they  had  her  bound 
to  them  without  my  consent,  the  time  being  out  in  October 
last.  On  last  Wednesday  week  she  came  to  me  nearly  bare- 
foot, and  has  been  sick  ever  since.  On  yesterday  he  brought 
two  police  and  took  her  away,  and  says  no  officer  nor  any  one 
else  shall  have  her.  He  is  no  friend  to  the  Union.  Her 
name  is  Mary  Lee.  Mine  is  Lucy  Lee.  Yours,  very  respect- 
fully. 

Endorsed  — ' 'States  that  her  daughter.  Mary  Lee,  has 
been  bound  by  a  family  by  the  name  ©f  Bufiinton,  without 
her  consent.  That  Mr.  Bnffinton  came  with  two  police  and 
took  her  away,  and  said  that  no  officer  nor  other  person 
should  have  her,  and  that  he  was  no  friend  to  the  Union." 


Statement  of  Thales  A.  Linthicum  : 

A  day  or  so  after  the  New  Constitution  went  into  effect, 
Mrs.  J.  Solon  S.  Linthicum  called  upon  me  stating  that  the 
negro  girl  Rosa,  theretofore  belonging  to  her  husband,  was  at 
the  house  of  Joseph  M.  Brian,  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  and 
asked  me  to  advise  her  what  to  do  with  her,  and  whether  if 
any  one,  other  than  the  girl's  mother  should  come  for  her, 
she  should  or  not  give  her  up  to  such  person.  I  told  Mrs. 
Linthicum  that  the  girl  was  free  and  like  any  white  child, 
and  that  nobody,  except  her  mother,  was  entitled  to  her,  and 
that  she  (Mrs.  Linthicum)  was  not  entitled  to  her,  except  by 
the  consent  of  the  girl,  and  that  under  General  Wallace's  or- 
3 
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der,  she  and  her  husband  would  be  responsible  to  the  mother 
of  the  girl  for  her  production  whenever  the  mother  should 
call  for  her.  This  was  before,  by  some  days,  Mr.  (Pfieffer) 
Pyfer  came  and  claimed  the  girl.  After  Mr.  Pyfer  came  for 
the  girl,  Mr.  J.  Solon  S.  Linthicum  and  myself  came  to  the 
Head  Quarters  of  General  Wallace  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
him  in  relation  to  Mr.  Pyfer's  demand  of  the  girl,  and  of  in- 
quiring whether  Mr.  J.  Solon  S.  Linthicum  should  deliver 
the  girl  to  Mr.  Pyfer  against  her  consent,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  girl's  mother  upon  the  mere  claim  of  Mr.  Pyfer.  Gen. 
Wallace  being  absent,  we  made  the  statement  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lawrance,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  who  told  us 
that  he  thought,  under  the  facts  stated  to  him,  which  were  in 
substance  those  above  stated,  and  also  those  connected  with 
the  manner  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pyfer  to  the  girl,  that  Mr. 
Linthicum  had  done  right  in  refusing  the  girl  to  Mr.  Pyfer, 
and  he  further  stated  that  the  order  of  General  Wallace  was 
intended  to  effect  these  cases  only  where  those  heretofore 
owning  negroes  refused  to  give  them  their  liberty,  and  in- 
sisted on  having  them  bound  to  themselves  against  the  con- 
sent of  such  negroes  or  their  parents. 

THALES  A.  LINTHICUM. 
November  25th,  1864. 

Baltimore,  25th  Nov.,  1864. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Linthicum  whose  statement  is  above 
given  fur  about  twelve  years,  and  am  intimately  acquainted 
'with  him.  His  loyalty  is  above  question — and  to  my  know- 
ledge lie  has  been  most  thoroughly  loyal  and  devoted  to  the 
Union  irom  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  as  well  as  during 
the  troubles  that  preceded  it. 

JULIAN  J.  ALEXANDEE. 

Statement  of  Mr.  J.  Solon  S.  Linthicum: 

I  know  nothing  whatever  about  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pyfer  for 
these  two  negroes,  except  what  has  been  told  me.  I  have  not 
seen  Mr.  Pyfer  tor  more  than  two  years.  The  little  boy  is  with 
Mr.  Peter  Harmau,  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  his  Postofnce 
is  Hanover  Switch,  Howard  county. 

J.  SOLON  S.  LINTHICUM. 

November  25th,  1864. 

We  certify  that  we  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  Solon 
S.  Linthicum,  and  can  vouch  for  his  thorough  loyalty  to  the 
United  States. 

J.  J.  ALEXANDEE, 

W.  COEKEON, 

W.  H.  COUNSELMAN. 
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Statement  op  Mrs.  J.  Solon  8,  Linthicum: 

On  or  about  the  18th  of  November  mat.,  a  man  who  intro- 
duced himself  to  me  as  Mr.  Pyfer,  came  to  the  house  No.  131, 
German  street,  in  this  city  where  my  husband  and  myself  are 
boarding,  to  see  about  two  negro  children  which  he  said  I  had, 
representing  himself  as  the  former  master  of  their  mother. 
He  asked  if  I  had  the  girl,  I  brought  the  girl  down  to  him. 
I  asked  him  if  he  wan! ed  to  take  the  girl  away  with  him, 
he  said  no,  that  it  was  not  then  convenient  for  him  to  do  so,  that 
the  boats  were  not  then  running.  He  wanted  to  know  then 
whether  I  would  keep  the  girl  all  the  winter,  I  told  him  I 
would  uot  he  would  have  to  take  her  away  immediately;  he 
then  wanted  to  know  whether  I  would  keep  her  for  him  two 
weeks;  I  said  I  would  and  he  went  away  with  that  promise. 
That  afternoon  a  lady  came  to  see  me  and  introduced  herself 
as  Mrs.  Pyfer,  she  said  that  Mr.  Pyfer  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  take  the  child  with  him  I  then  recollected  the  advice 
given  me  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Linthicum,  as  stated  by  him  and  other 
friends,  and  refused  to  give  the  girl  up  to  any  other  than  her 
mother,  telling  her  that  when  the  girl's  mother  came  the  girl 
should  be  given  up  to  her,  as  I  considered  myself  responsible 
to  the  girl's  mother  and  Gen.  Wallace  for  the  girl  whenever 
she  should  be  demanded  by  the  mother.  Mrs.  Pyfer  then  left 
telling  me  that  the  girl's  mother  should  come  for  her.  This 
was  the  end  of  the  conversation.  I  had  never  seen  either  Mr. 
Pyfer  or  Mrs.  Pyfer  before.  With  regard  to  the  boy,  I  told 
Mr.  Pyfer  whom  the  boy  was  with,  Mr.  Harman,  in  Anne 
Arundel  county,  but  that  I  did  not  know  in  what  part  of  the 
county  Mr.  Harman  lived,  but  that  if  he,  Mr.  Pyfer,  could  find 
Mr.  Harman,  I  had  no  doubt  Mr.  Harman  would  deliver  the 
boy  up  to  him.  I  was  merely  holding  the  girl  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  her  until  her  mother  should  come  after  her,  and 
had  no  proof  that  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Pyfer  were  what  they  represented 
themselves  to  be.  The  girl  cried  when  we  proposed  to  take 
her  to  Gen.  Wallace  to  be  disposed  of  by  him,  and  begged  me 
not  to  do  bo,  but  to  allow  her  to  remain  with  me. 

SALLIE  LINTHICUM. 

November  25th,  1864. 

Endorsed — "A  statement  why  she  refused  to  give  up  a  col- 
ored girl,  held  by  her  except  to  her  mother  or  Maj.  General 
Wallace." 
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South  Deerfield,  Mass. 

November  15th,  1864. 

Sir: — Allow  me  to  ask  if  you  will  have  occasion  further  to 
employ  others  in  connection  with  the  Freedman's  Bureau 
under  your  charge. 

Having  so  far  recovered  from  physical  disability,  which 
prevented  my  continuance  in  the  service  (as  1st  lieutenant, 
36th  U  S.  C.  T.)  as  to  be  able  for  ordinary  duties,  I  would 
like  to  re-enter  some  position  in  furtherance  of  the  interests  of 
the  freedmen  of  our  country. 

Should  you  in  any  way  be  able  to  aid  me  in  this  respect, 
please  oblige  by  addressing, 

Respectfully,  your 

Obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  LONGLEY. 
Maj.  W.  M.  Este, 

Freedman's  Bureau,  Baltimore. 
Endorsed — "Request  position  in  the  Freedman's  Bureau." 


New  Haven,  Conn. 

December  1st,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wallace, 

My  Dear  Sir:—  I  laid  the  report  of  my  conference  with  you 
and  other  parties  in  Baltimore,  before  our  ex-committee,  who 
will  be  ready  to  act  when  your  report  of  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  colored  people  of  Baltimore  is  received.  I  urged 
Rev.  Mr.  Hammond  to  expedite  the  report  to  you  with  all 
possible  haste  consistent  with  thoroughness. 

I  was  informed  yesterday  by  letter  from  Baltimore,  that  on 
Monday  evening  another  association  was  organized  in  Balti- 
more, looking  to  the  education  of  the  colored  children  of  Bal- 
timore. If  this  is  so,  you  will  doubtless  be  informed  and  will 
give  information  to  our  committee  of  its  designs  and  whether 
it  will  preclude  the  necessity  of  our  engaging  in  the  work. 

Possibly  that  body  might  like  to  invite  us  to  act  in  concert 
with  it. 


23 

Our  association  will  be  happy  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
its  officers  if  desired.  In  your  report  will  you  be  good  enough 
to  give  what  information  you  may  have  in  regard  to  that  as- 
sociation. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  DUDLEY, 
Dist.  Sec'y. 

Endorsed — "Writes  in  regard  to  certain  associations  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  colored  people,  and  educating 
their  children." 


Four  families . 

1st.  3  children  and  husband,  a  freeman. 

2nd.  5  children,  husband  dead. 

3rd.  2  children,  never  married. 

4th.  4  children_,  no  husband. 

Henry  Dodd,  living  in  Queen  Anne's  county,  in  Queens- 
town  district,  former  owner  proposes  to  have  them  bound  to 
him. 

Mr.  Emory  recommends  Mr.  D.,  No.  6  Wood  street,°place 
of  business.     Kefers  to  Provost  Marshal. 

Mr.  Dodd  refuses  to  teach  them  to  read  and  write. 

L.  W. 

Endorsed — "Memoranda  in  regard  to  freedmen." 


COLLINGTON  P.  OFFICE,  P.  Gr.   COUNTY,    Md., 

.    November  22d,  1864. 

Gen.  Lew  Wallace  : 

The  frequent  applications  of  the  freedmen  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  me  for  information  upon  subjects  to  them  of  vital 
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importance,  together  with  my  interest  in  their  welfare 
prompts  me  to  address  you,  one  or  two  enquires  which  will 
materially  enlighten,  as  well  as  aid  their  progress  in  securing 
comfortable  and  pleasant  homes  ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  im- 
proper at  this  point  to  say  that  I  have  always  been  connected 
with  the  Union  party  since  this  unholy  rebellion,  elevated  its 
monster  head,  and  I  was  an  active  member,  being  the  candi- 
date for  State's  Attorney  on  that  ticket  two  years  ago,  which 
facts  you  can  know  by  common  reputation  in  my  county,  by 
enquiring  of  Col.  John  C.  Holland,  Provost  Marshal  of  our 
District,  Jno.  Bowie,  Jr.,  Provost  Marshal  of  our  county, 
Major  Thomas  J.  Wilson,  Annapolis,  and  by  reference  to  the 
archives  of  Provost  Marshal  Washington  city,  and  from 
Lieuterjant  Pearson,  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  camp,  Stone- 
man  .     This  I  have  deemed  prudent  that  you  might 

know  with  whom  you  were  communicating,  if  you  deem  it 
worth  while  to  reply. 

I  would  further  state  that  all  information  imparted  to  the 
freedmen  is  perfectly  voluntary  and  without  any  charge. 

Now  to  the  point : 

1st.  Does  your  recent  order  intend  to  impose  any  restric- 
tion upon  the  full,  fair  and  free  expression  of  their  wishes 
and  action  within  legitimate  bounds. 

2nd.  Does  not  your  order  simply  intend  to  remove  every 
barrier  to  a  free,  full  and  fair  expression  of  their  wishes. 

3rd.  Does  not  your  order  intend  that  involuntary  servi- 
tude shall  be  destroyed,  and  the  fullest  scope  given  for  their 
advancement  and  progress  in  their  new  condition. 

Clearly  to  my  mind  that  must  have  been  your  design. — 
Now  it  is  evident  that  without  a  proper  person  to  see  to  the 
condition  of  many,  and  their  contracts  and  interests,  the  un- 
scrupulous, the  rebel  sympathizer  and  the  vagabone  will  cheat, 
defraud  and  ill  use  them  to  such  an  extent  that  their  condi- 
tion will  be  more  intolerable  than  when  in  bondage.  This 
may  be  easily  avoided,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  provide 
in  time. 

Some  few  of  their  grievances  may  be  mentioned  without  as 
yet  a  sufficient  remedy,  for  example  former  masters  may 
claim  the  service  on  account  of  certain  benefits  conferred  during 
the  bondage,  children  are  separated  from  their  parents,  the 
mothers  of  whom  are  dead,  and  the  father  desiring  the  cus- 
tody of  his  child  may  be  unwilling  to  commit  the  trespass  as 
it  would  be  deemed  under  .the  law  by  going  after  those  chil- 
dren. 

Mothers  whose  husbands  are  dead  or  out  of  the  State,  and 
who  are  infirm,  may  be  anxious  to  put  their  children  in  the 
hands  of  good  guardians  to  train  and  educate  them. 
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Children  who  have  neither  mother  or  father  living,  accord- 
in  to  the  interpretation  put  upon  your  order  by  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  this  county  can  not  be  bound. 

Contracts  made  for  hiring  with  the  freedmen  are  most  gen- 
erally verbal  and  not  in  writing,  without  the  requsite  form 
to  make  them  legal,  and  therefore  voidable,  if  not  void,  and 
a  host  of  other  grievances  which  will  be  developed  in  time. — 
I  should  be  pleased  to  know  if  these  things  can  be  provided 
tor  at  once,  and  if  au  interview  with  you  or  the  chief  of  the 
Freedman's  Bureau  in  Baltimore,  can  aid  in  solving  these 
questions.    I  shall  be  pleased  to  attend  when  you  think  fit. 

The  Provost  Marshals  are  charged  with  the  execution  of 
all  plans  intended  for  their  relief,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  he 
must  reside  at  the  county  seat  or  have  an  office  there  always 
open,  to  superintend,  provide  for  and  hear  all  complaints, 
which  if  he  did,  would  make  such  an  accumulation  of  duties, 
together  with  his  military  functions,  as  would  disqualify  him 
from  attending  to  both  duties,  as  an  evidence  :  why  Gen- 
eral is  the  JFreedman's  Bureau  established  if  the  military 
could  provide  every  thing  requisite  ?  I  am  sorry  'to  have  en- 
tered into  the  details  so  much,  but  you  will  see  by  my  state- 
ments how  things  stand  with  us,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
same  is  true  of  other  localities.  The  reasons  first  stated  must 
plead  my  apology  for  troubling  you,  and  hoping  you  will  be 
able  to  give  some  relief  for  the  grievances  laid  bare,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  G.  MITCHELL. 

Endorsed — Asks  if  the  recent  order,  in  relation  to  the 
freedmen,  intends  to  impose  any  restriction  upon  the  full, 
fair  and  free  expression  of  their  wishes  and  actions  within 
ligitimate  bounds.  Does  not  the  order  intend  to  remove 
every  barrier  to  a  free,  full  and  fair  expression  of  their 
wishes. 


Ellicotts  Mills,  November  tth,  1864. 
Mr.  Peck  : 

Dear  Sir: — Mary  Anne  Barnes  called  on  me  this  morning 
and  desired  me  to  beeome  her  counsel  for  her  child  Julia.  I 
have  consented  to  do  so,  and  I  think  there  is  but  little  doubt 
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that  I  can  secure  her  child's  discharge  as  soon  as  we  have  a 
sitting  of  our  court.  At  least  I  shall  leave  no  effort  untried 
to  accomplish  that  end.  Mary  is  very  poor,  as  she  informs 
me,  and  hence  I  have  only  charged  her  $5  for  any  and  all 
service  that  I  may  be  called  on  to  render  in  the  case  of  her 
child.  The  case  is  an  extremely  hard  one,  and  the  moderate 
fee  charged  is  made  in  part  with  reference  to  that  fact. — 
Please  see  that  Mary  forwards  to  me  that  amount  per  mail, 
as  also  information  of  where  a  letter  from  me  will  reach  her. 
I  do  not  know  as  yet,  but  it  may  be  that  I  will  have  to  re- 
quire Mary  to  be  here  at  the  trial.  She  will  at  least  have 
to  be  here  when  her  child  is  released. 

In  haste,  I  remain  very  truly  yours,  &c, 

ULYSSES  HOBBS. 

Endorsed — Baltimore,  Maryland,  November  21st,  1864. — 
Respectfully  referred  to  Hon.  Mr.  Price,  U.  S.  D.  Attorney 
for  Maryland.  Is  it  not  possible  for  the  law  officers  of  the 
Government,  to  give  assistance  in  cases  like  this  matter  ? — 
And  is  not  the  judicial  interposition  proper  ? 

Lew  Wallace, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Gen.  Wallace  : 

The  bearer  of  this,  Mary  A.  Barnes,  has  been  in  my  em- 
ploy some  months,  and  I  believe  her  story  can  be  relied 
upon. 

Her  former  owners  are  rebels,  and  will  not  hesitate  to  hold 
her  child  in  jail  to  gratify  their  hellish  purposes  towards  the 
colored  people. 

She  has  a  strong  motherly  feeling  for  her  child,  and  it 
would  be  a  great  act  of  charity  for  her,  as  well  as  the  child, 
if  you  could  take  it  from  prison  where  it  has  been  confined 
for  two  months  or  more. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  PECK, 
No.  26,  North  Street. 

Endorsed — Relation  to  the  child  of  Mary  A.  Barnes,  col- 
ored, which  has  been  confined  in  prison  for  two  months. — 
Asks  that  it  be  released. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Ross  : 

Sir : — The  child  spoken  of  is  confined  in  jail  at  Ellicotts 
Mills,  and  has  been  there  for  four  months.  I  know  of  no 
charge  against  the  child. 

They  may  have  trumped  something. 

Her  name  is  Julia  Barnes. 

Respectfully  yours,        J.  A.  PECK. 
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Endorsed — States  the  child  Julia  Barnes  has  been  confined 
in  jail  at  Ellicotts  Mills  for  4  months,  he  knows  of  no  charge. 

Major  General  Wallace  : 

Sir : — The  case  of  Mary  Barnes  and  her  child,  belongs  to 
the  State  tribunal,  exclusively.  As  I  suppose  the  wrong  is 
committed  in  Howard  county,  redress  must  be  sought  at  Elli- 
cotts Mills. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  PKICE, 

Dist.  Att'y  U.  States. 


Baltimore,  19th  Nov.  1864. 

Colored  woman  Mary  Parsons,  some  4  years  since,  bound 
her  son  (now  in  his  12th  year)  to  one  Kimmel  or  Kindell, 
living  on  Saratoga  street,  one  door  from  Eutaw. 

He  promised  the  mother  she  should  see  her  child  every  six 
months,  he  should  be  brought  to  her  in  town  at  times  and 
she  could  come  to  him  some  few  miles  from  town  in  the  sum- 
mer. Kindell  left  the  country  place  and  without  the  know- 
ledge of  Mary  Parsons,  transferred  the  apprenticeship  to  one 
Cooper,  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  Kent  county,  several  applica- 
tions to  Kindell  have  been  answered  by  promises  and  excuses, 
for  two  years,  his  last  answer  was,  he  could' nt  bring  him 
now  for  fear  of  the  "Damned  Yankees."  Mary  has  fears  that 
the  boy  is  cruelly  neglected  and  unprovided  for  from  what 
the  boat  hands  tell  her,  he  comes  on  board  when  she  is  at  the 
wharf,  boy's  name  is  Henry  Parsons.  The  Captain  of  the 
boat  is  James  S.  Leary,  runs  to  Stillpond,  Kent  county 
Maryland. 

The  mother  fears  that  Kindell  hearing  hearing  her  efforts 
to  save  him,  might  have  him  well  dressed  and  bribed  to  tell 
a  favorable  tale  and  so  she  lose  all  chance  of  getting  him 
home.     The  boat  is  now  here,  goes  back  next  Monday. 

AGNES  V.  MORTON. 

Kindell,  Saratoga,  one  door  from  Eutaw,  Secession  ;  boy 
(apprenticed  bound)  to  him  4  years  since  by  his  mother,  he 
is  now  in  his  12th  year. 

4 
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Kindell  promised  to  bring  him  at  times  to  his  mother  now 
2  years  since  she  saw  him,  6  or  7  applications  from  her  have 
been  answered  by  excuses  and  promises,  the  two  last  visits 
he  said  he  could' nt  bring  him  now  to  town  for  fear  of  the 
damned  Yankees. 

Kindell  transferred  the  boy  without  knowledge  of  the 
mother,  to  Cooper,  who  has  taken  him  to  Stillpond,  Kent 
county,  Md.     Boys  name  Henry  Parsons. 

Capt.  JAMES  S.  LEARY,  (Union.) 

Stillpond,  Kent  County  Md. 

Endorsed — "States  Mary  Parsons,  bound  her  son  Henry 
Parsons  to  Mr.  Kimmeil,  that  he  has  transferred  the  appren- 
ticeship to  Mr.  Cooper.  The  mother  requests  he  be  given  up 
to  her." 


Camp  William  Penn,  November  lOth,  1864 


Mrs.  Mears : — Will  you  please  to  send  this  letter  to  the 
Captain,  and  tell  him  that  I,  Emily  Cuff,  have  a  child  on 
Eastern  Shore,  Maryland,  which  I  have  not  seen  for  four 
years.  I  was  taken  away  from  him  and  put  in  prison  for  three 
years,  in  Camden  street  Jail,  No.  11,  at  Moses  G-.  Himes, 
and  as  soon  as  I  got  out  of  prison  I  made  my  escape  to  Phila- 
delphia. And  the  woman  that  I  belonged  to  was  named 
Kitty  Denny,  she  lives  in  Eastern  Shore,  Maryland,  near  the 
Royal  Oak,  and  I  would  have  seen  about  the  little  boy  before 
but  I  thought  I  would  wait  until  things  got  settled  in  Mary- 
land, when  she  put  me  in  that  prison  she  tried  to  sell  me, 
but  she  could  not  do  it,  and  since  I  have  been  in  Philadel- 
phia, I  have  heard  that  she  tried  to  sell  my  child,  and  I  heard 
too,  that  he  had  been  very  sick  by  her  bad  treatment,  please 
let  me  know,  for  my  heart  is  most  broke  about  him,  that  I 
may  go  and  get  him. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  14th,  1864. 
Leopold  Blumneburg, 

Provost  Marshal,  Baltimore. 

Dear  Sir: — On  behalf  of  Emily  Cuff,  (a  colored  woman 
who  we  have  employed   in  the   Hospital,  at  Camp  William 
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Penn,)  who  wishes  to  know  how  she  can  get  possession  of  her 
child  W.  Henry  Cuff,  who  is  with  a  person  by  the  name  Mrs. 
Kitty  Denny,  living  at  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland.  She 
was  a  slave,  and  by  her  mistress  who  from  what  she  tells  me 
was  a  very  cruel  woman ;  was  put  in  prison  at  Baltimore 
where  she  has  been  kept  the  last  four  years,  until  liberated 
by  one  of  the  Provost  Marshals  there  when  she  came  to  Phil- 
adelphia. She  has  received  letters  from  her  friends,  that  the 
child  is  sick,  and  that  he  is  treated  very  cruel  by  his  mistress, 
which  makes  her  more  anxious  about  him.  Enclosed  I  will 
send  you  her  simple  statement  in  hopes  you  can  do  something 
in  her  behalf. 

If  you  can  do  anything  in  the  matter,  please  let  me  know, 
as  I  feel  very  much  for  this  poor  woman  and  her  unfortunate 
child. 

Yours  with  respect, 

MPS.  ANNE  DE  B.  MEARS, 

Branchtown  P.  0. ,  Philadelphia. 

Endorsed — "Writes  in  behalf  of  Emily  Cuff,  who  wishes  to 
know  how  she  can  get  possession  of  her  child,  W.  Henry 
Cuff,  who  is  held  by  Mrs.  Kitty  Denny,  living  on  the  E.  S. 
of  Maryland." 


Baltimore,  Nov.  19th,  1864. 
Major  Ross,  A.  D.  C, 

H.  Q.  Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps. 

Sir  : — I  am  a  farmer  in  Calvert  county,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. Rose  Harrod,  a  colored  woman,  now  living  in  my 
family,  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  (a  boy  and  a  girl,)  aged 
respectively  ten  and  fourteen  years.  Said  children  were 
slaves  of  Mr.  Solon  Linthicum,  residing  at  No.  131  German 
street,  near  Green,  one  of  whom,  (the  girl,)  is  now  with 
the  said  Linthicum,  and  the  other  they  had  hired  to  a 
certain  Peter  Harman,  living  somewhere  in  either  Balti- 
more or  Anne  Arundel  county.  The  mother  wants  her  chil- 
dren, and  has  authorized  me  to  bring  them  to  her.  Mr. 
Linthicum  refuses  to  give  up  the  girl,  and  will  give  no  direc- 
tion to  the  whereabouts  of  the  boy.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  am  compelled  to  ask  your  aid  in  restoring  these 
children  to  the  mother.  As  I  have  to  drive  from  West  River, 
in  Anne    Arundel  county  to  my  home  in  Calvert  county,  a 
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distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  and  as  the  steamer  for  West 
Eiver,  will  leave  on  Tuesday,  the  22d  inst.,  I  respectfully  solicit 
your  immediate  attention  to  this  petition. 

P.  M.  PYFER. 


Mr.  P.  M.  Pyfer  I  have  known  for  the  last  20  or  25  years 
a  gentleman  in  every  relation,  and  personally  responsible  for 
anything  he  may  put  his  name  to,  and  is  comatible  whenever 
wanted  within  a  reasonable  time. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  him  to  your  consid- 
eration. 

THOS.  S.  SUMWALT. 
Baltimore,  Nov.  21st,  1864. 


Endorsed — "States  a  colored  woman  residing  in  his  family, 
has  two  children,  formerly  slaves  of  Mr.  Solon  Linthicum. 
That  the  mother  authorized  him  to  bring  the  children  to  her. 
Mr.  Linthicum  refuses  to  give  them  up.  Eequests  aid  in 
procuring  them." 


Deal's  Island,  Somerset  Co.,  Md., 

Nov.  11th,  1864. 

To  Lieut.  J.  C.  Mulligan  : 

Sir  — The  recent  general  order  of  Major  Wallace  in  refer- 
ence to  the  binding  of  negro  children,  having  been  as  many 
of  us  believe,  misconstrued,  information  is  respectfully  solici- 
ted on  the  following  points  : 

1st.  Does  the  "order"  prohibit  the  binding  of  children, 
whose  parents  being  unable  to  support  them,  elect  without 
compulsion,  the  master  or  mistress  to  whom  they  may  be 
apprenticed  ? 

2nd.  Does  said  "order"  require  that  all  children  without 
parents,  or  having  parents  who  are  unable  to  support  them, 
shall  be  transported  to  the  office  of  the  "Freedmen's  Bureau," 
when  they,  without  force  or  threats  make  choice  of  masters  ? 

3d.  Does  not  the  "order"  apply  only  to  those  cases  in 
which  forced  apprenticeships  occur,  thereby  setting  aside  the 
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wishes  of  parents   who  can    prove  their    ability   to   support 
them,  or  their  childrens  ability  to  support  themselves  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  PHOEBUS. 


Endorsed — "Asks  information  in  reference  to  certain  parts 
of  General  Order,  No.  112." 


A  boy  residing  in  Freedom  district,  Carroll  county,  aged 
some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  has  been  residing  with  Mr. 
Ignatius  Gore,  either  as  his  own  slave  or  hired  to  him  as 
such  until  the  New  Constitution  went  into  effect.  As  to  his 
being  the  slave  of  Mr.  Gore  I  am  not  certain.  The  boy 
now  desires  to  reside  with  Gore,  but  his  parents  whom  he 
knows  only  as  such  I  believe  by  being  told  so,  say  that  he 
shall  not  stay  with  Gore.  Mr.  Gore  will  not  keep  him  unless 
he  is  bound  to  him.  The  boy  refuses  to  go  with  his  parents, 
and  is  willing  to  be  bound  by  the  Orphans'  Court.  The  boy 
has  been  informed  of  his  freedom,  but  still  desires  to  be 
bound  to  Gore.  The  Orphans'  Court  are  aware  of  his  wil- 
lingness, can  they  so  bind  him,  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  the 
order  in  regard  to  the  freed  colored  population  ? 

CHAS.  T.  REIFSNIDER, 

Westminister,  Carroll  county,  Maryland. 

Endorsed — "States  a  colored  boy  is  willing  to  be  bound  to 
Mr.  Ignatius  Gore,  but  his  parents  are  opposed  to  it.  Asks 
if  the  Orphans'  Court  can  bind  him  to  Mr.  Gore  without 
conflicting  with  General  Order,  No.  112." 
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Westminster,  November  15th,  1864. 

Maj.  W.  M.  Este,  A.  D.  C., 

Chief  of  Freedmens'  Bureau, 

Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md., 

Sir: — As  some  doubt  has  arisen  in  the  Orphans'  Court  for 
this  county  in  regard  to  the  true  meaning  of  General  Order 
No.  112,  in  connection  with  the  freed  population  offthis  State* 
as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  said  court,  so  as  not  to  conflict  with 
the  provisions  of  said  order,  in  binding  out  colored  children 
for  a  term  of  years.  I  drop  you  this  note  for  information  upon 
that  subject,  and  below  briefly  state  the  case,  and  desire  to 
know  if  it  applies  in  this  case. 

A  boy  some  thirteen  years  of  age  has  selected  a  person  with 
whom  he  desires  to  live  and  to  be  bound  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  until  he  becomes  of  age,  by  the  Orphans'  Court.  The 
boy  formerly  belonged  to  the  person  to  whom  he  desires  to  be 
bound,  and  is  now  anxious  to  remain  with  him  and  be  bound 
as  above.  The  court  hesitates  to  act  in  the  matter  because  of 
their  not  being  fully  informed  as  to  the  application  of  the 
order. 

Your  early  reply  will  confer  a  favor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

CHAS.  J.  KEIFSNIDEB. 

Westminster,  Carroll  county,  Md. 

Endorsed — "Bequests  an  explanation  of  G-.  0.  112,  &c." 


Snow  Hill,  October  22th,  1863. 

General  Case, 

Dear  Sir: — I  appeal  to  you  for  advice  and  likewise  to  act 
as  my  friend  for  the  following  circumstances:  About  twelve 
months  ago  my  husband  enlisted  under  Col.  Birney,  Co.  B. 
39th  Keg't,  U.  S.  C.  T.,  and  at  Christmas  my  mistress,  Pris- 
cilla  Melbourne,  told  me  to  leave  with  three  children,  without 
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food  or  shelter.  From  that  time  until  now  I  have  provided 
for  myself  and  children  without  any  assistance  from  her  what- 
ever. Now  it  appears  that  a  few  days  ago  they  have  passed 
a  law  here,  forcing  the  mothers  to  bind  her  children  to  their 
old  masters  until  they  are  21  for  males,  and  females  18  years 
old.  My  children  were  forced  from  me  by  constables  and  I 
proceeded  to  the  Court  House  and  protested  against  such  an 
unnatural  act  bur,  was  put  out  of  the  court  room,  and  would 
not  even  be  allowed  to  speak.  Now  sir,  if  there  is  any  way 
that  you  can  advise  me  to  get  my  children,  you  will  confer  on 
me  a  great  favor  indeed. 

Colonel  Birney  told  me  at  the  time  that  my  husband  left 
should  I  be  ill-treated  at  any  time,  to  report  to  Head  Quar- 
ters, although  I  have  been  ill-treated  different  times,  I  put 
up  with  it  until  now,  but  my  children  being  taken  away  from 
me  and  bound  in  slavery  to  my  old  mistress,  I  cannot  rest  until 
I  know  whether  it  is  a  lawful  proceeding  or  not.  I  enclose  a 
letter  to  my  husband,  which  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
forward  to  him,  his  name  and  address  is  Charles  Bobbins, 
Co.  B.  39th  Eeg't,  U.  S.  C.  T.  Hoping  that  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  look  into  this  matter  and  assist  me, 

I  remain,  yours  respectfully, 

LINDAY  EOBBINS. 
Snoiv  Hilly  Pocomoke  River,  Md. 

Endorsed — "States  that  her  three  children  were  recently 
forcibly  taken  from  her  by  constables,  and  bound  to  labor 
until  their  majority  to  their  former  "owner.  She  also  states 
that  when  her  husband  enlisted  a  year  ago  in  the  39th  U.  S. 
C.  T.,  she  was  driven  from  the  house  other  mistress  with  her 
children  in  a  destitute  condition,  and  that  since  that  time  she 
has  supported  them  and  herself  by  her  own  efforts.  She  asks 
that  she  may  be  assisted  to  obtain  them. 


Baltimore,  November  30th,  1864. 

Mrs.  Anne  Ross  hereby  certifies  that  she  has  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  the  child  Duly  Purnell,  neither  has  her  daughter, 
nor  has  any  of  them  had  any  intercourse  with  her  since  her 
abduction.  That  there  is  none  of  her  clothes  at  her  house 
and  that  any  person  may  search  her  house  when  they  please. 
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And  further,  she  has  been  so  annoyed  in  the  matter  that 
her  health  has  been  injured  thereby  and  would  feel  obliged  if 
a  stop  was  put  to  such -proceedings  in  future. 

All  of  which  is  the  truth. 

Signed, 

her 
ANNE    X     BOSS, 
mark 
Witness, 

Andrew  Muirhead. 

Endorsed — "Certifies  that  she  has  no  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  child  Duly  Purnell. " 


Baltimore,  Nov.  28th,  1864. 

Dear  Brother : — I  write  these  few  lines  to  you  hoping  that 
you  are  well  as  myself  and  family  are  at  present.  ,  Dear 
brother,  I  want  you  to  see  about  my  two  children  and  sister 
Jane's,  whether  it  is  lawful  for  them  to  be  bound  after 
the  age  of  eighteen.  Charley  is  now  eighteen.  Mr.  Har- 
rington has  taken  the  boys  around  in  a  boat  to  Greens- 
borough.  Wand  he  has  left  behind  with  Mr.  Alridge, 
and  if  nothing  happens  I  purpose  on  being  down  there 
about  Thursday.  All  persons  are  free  now,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rington is  not  willing  to  let  me  have  my  children.  Mr. 
Lamclen  says  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  my  getting  them, 
but  yet  he  has  took  them  up  to  Greensborough.  If  you  will 
intercede  for  me  in  the  getting  of  my  children  as  you  are 
there,  and  I  am  in  Baltimore  here,  I  will  pay  you  for  your 
trouble.  I  went  up  to  the  Provost  Marshal  here  and  com- 
plained to  him  that  they  were  not  willing  for  me  to  get  my 
children,  and  he  ordered  me  to  come  and  take  them.  My 
sister  Jane's  children  are  also  there,  and  my  mother  and  father 
is  very  much  troubled  about  them.  Sister  Mary  Anne's, 
daughter  Francis  died  Wednesday  night  about  7  o'clock  ;  she 
died  very  happy,  and  she  will  be  put  away  to-morrow  at  10 
o'clock.  I  want  you  to  answer  this  as  soon  as  you  can.  Be 
careful  that  you  do  not  go  to  Mr.  Harrington  without  some 
officer  or  some  white  person  with  you,  as  he  is  so  much  op- 
posed to  me  having  my  children  he  might  do  you  any  injury, 
therefore  take  some  white  friend"  with  you.     I  was  there  a 
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week  before  the  Court  sat,  and  Mr.  Alridge  talked  about 
beating  of  me  because  I  wbs  interceding  about  my  children. 
When  I  was  over  there  last  Summer  he  agreed  to  give 
me  $100  a  year  for  Charly.  Emory  is  a  favorite  child,  and  he 
agreed  to  give  me  $20  for  Emory  and  his  clothes  too,  before  the 
emancipation  and  the  place  is  free.  Ho  has  carried  the  chil- 
dren out  of  my  reach.  When  you  answer  this  letter  you 
will  direct  to  No.  259  Montgomery  st.,  opposite  Leadenhall, 
to  Nicholas  Smallwood.  I  shall  be  down  home  two  weeks  in 
December  to  my  mother's,  and  you  will  call  call  and  see  me. 
I  remain  your  affectionate  sister, 

FEANCIS  SMALLWOOD. 

Endorsed — "Tor wards  letter  of  Francis  Smallwood,  who 
states  Mr.  Harrington  holds  her  children  against  her  wish. 
Wishes  them  released,  &c." 


Deputy  Provost  Marshal's  Office, 

Preston,  Md.,  Nov.  24th,  1864. 
Major  Este  : 

Fredman's  Office, 

Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  official  notice  the 
case  of  some  colored  persons  in  this  county,  (Caroline). 
Mitchell  Covey,  of  the  4th  Election  district,  Coroline  county, 
was  the  owner  of  a  woman  and  her  two  children,  until  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution  (new).  Some  time  since 
Mr.  C  let  the  mother,  growing  aged,  "go  to  herself,"  i.  e., 
go  from  his  service  to  live  with  her  husband.  Mr.  Covey 
still  retains  her  children,  one  of  whom  is  representd  to  me  to 
be  23  years  old,  the  other  13.  When  the  1st  of  November 
came,  either  on  that  day  or  the  very  next,  he  had  both  of 
them  bound  to  him  for  a  term  of  years  by  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  this  county  ivithout  the  parents  consent.  The  mother 
and  respectable  white  witnesses  assured  me  that  this  was  done. 
Hon.  C.  Davis,  4th  Election  district,  recently  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  this  Statu  ;  knowing  these  facts,  and  being  called 
upon  by  the  mother,  sent  her  for  redress  to  me  as  Deputy 
Provost  Marshal  of  the  county.  Not  having  received  from 
higher  head  quarters  of  Provost  Marshal  Department,  (1st 
Congressional  District,  Maryland,)  any  specific  instructions, 
and  that  department  not  having  any  to  give  me  ;  they  asked 
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toe  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  tlie  case  or  cases  which  had 
come  to  my  notice  of  virtual  defeat  of  the  organic  law  of  the 
State,  by  having  children  bound  without  consent  of  parents, 
and  contrary  to  its  laws,  and  in  despite  also  of  the  late  order 
of  Major  General  Wallace,  defiantly  holding  on  to  them. 

After  being  waited  on  by  the  mother  as  before  observed, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  evidence  against  the  party, 
I  advised  her  to  take  a  respectable  white  man  with  her,  and 
go  to  said  Covey,  and  demand  her  children.  She  did  so,  and 
he  refused  in  the  most  peremptory  manner  to  give  them  up. 
See  letter  from  aforesaid  Curtis  Davis,  Senator,  which  I  en- 
close The  parents  of  these  children  are  abundantly  able  to 
take  care  of  them,  and  are  in  respectable  circumstances  for 
their  class  of  society. 

Now,  this  specific  case  is  before  you,  and  I  proceed  to  state 
what  has  come  to  my  own  personal  knowledge  in  other  cases. 
The  children  of  colored  people  who  are  able  to  take  care  of 
them,  of  some  considerable  means  in  some  instances,  have 
been  taken  from  their  parents,  or  rather  have  never  been  per- 
mitted to  be  free,  or  go  free  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  New  Con- 
stitution went  into  effect,  they  have  been  carried  by  their 
masters,  and  sometimes  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  upon 
writs  issued  by  the  Orphans'  Court,  and  bound  to  them, 
(their  masters,)  until  21  years  old. 

A  gentleman  living  in  my  neighborhood  has  thus  had  four 
or  five  bound — carried  away  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  couuty  on  the 
2d  day  of  November,  a  distance  of  16  miles  to  Denton,  and 
bound.  Some  of  these  minors  are  16, 17  or  even  18  years  old. 
The  mother  was  fold  that  such  was  the  law,  and  threats  were 
used  to  induce  her  to  give  her  consent.  The  father  of  these 
children  rents  land,  has  his  horses  and  carriage,  needs  the 
help  of  the  larger  children  for  purposes  of  farming,  and  to 
help  by  their  labor  to  support  the  younger.  He  came  to  me 
several  times,  so  also  the  mother,  and  asked  me  what  he  was 
to  do.  I  respectfully  ask  for  him  the  same  question  of  you. 
Sir,  these  children  are  as  much  slaves  as  before,  the  parents 
are  forbidden  to  harbor  them,  and  they  are  forbidden  to  go 
to  see  their  parents.  They  are  doomed  to  grow  up  without 
education,  and  are  as  perfectly  orphaned  in  the  free  State  of 
Maryland  as  if  no  parents  existed. 

The  Union  men  of  this  vicinity  think  this  a  sad  state  of 
affairs,  and  are  rejoiced  to  find  an  officer  appointed  to  look 
after  matters  of  this  kind. 

Not  one,  two,  but  numberless  cases  of  hardship  and  griev- 
ance, rivalling  and  going  beyond  the  instances  given  are 
around  us  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 
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I  take  the  liberty  to  bring  them  to  your  attention,  and  ask 
that  either  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  send  to  flic  Provost 
Marshal's  Department  of  this  District  (1st  Md.)  general  or- 
ders as  to  the  required  mode  of  proceednre,  or  special  instruc- 
tions or  directions  to  myself  touching  the  case  brought  to 
attention — Coveys. 

This  case  properly  adjusted  would  be  a  precedent,  and  defi- 
nite action  in  regard  to  it,  or  any  other  well  known  and  defi- 
ant case  would  deter  the  Orphans'  Court  of  this  county,  from 
longer  being  the  agents  by  whom  the  wishes  of  the  people,  as 
shown  in  the  vote  adopting  the  new  Constitution  of  the  State, 
are  by  them  as  completely  defeated  in  the  case  of  minors,  as 
though  the  old  slave  constitution  was  a  power  in  the  State, 
and  the  new  was  only  as  Covey  declares  it  a  "bogus  affair." 

Excuse  the  length  of  this  communication,  and  believe  me 
sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  McCARTER. 
Department  Provost  Marshal, 
Caroline  Co.  Md. 

Maj.  Estb, 

Freedmens  Department,  31aryland. 

Through  1st  Congressional  District  Headquarters, 

Federalsburg,  Nov.  24th,  1864. 

Col.  J.  M.  McCarter  : 

A  colored  woman  called  on  me  this  morning  to  write  you 
that  she  had  called  on  Mitchell  Covey,  in  the  presence  of  a 
white  man  for  her  children,  that  Covey  had  bound  to  him 
without  her  consent.  Mr.  Covey  refuses  to  let  her  have 
them,  there  is  one  of  them  at  James  Stacks  and  the  other 
two  at  Coveys.     I  write  as  requested. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

CURTIS  DAVIS. 

Endorsed — "Respectfully  forwarded  to  Wm.  M.  Este, 
Major  and  Chief  of  Bureau  for  Freedmen. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  2Uh,  1864. 

Major  Wm.  M.  Este,  A.  D.  C., 

In  charge  Freedman's  Bureau,  Baltimore,  Md. 

My  Bear  Sir : — This  will  be  handed  you  by  B.  C.  Branch, 
recently  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  for  the  last  year  he 
has  conducted  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  schools 
yet  organized  among  the  freed  people.  He  is  an  accomplish- 
ed professional  teacher,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the  education 
of  the  ex-slaves. 

He  was  assigned  to  this  city  by  the  Northwestern  Freed- 
men's  Aid  Commission,  in  whose  service  he  is,  but  finds  it 
so  difficult  to  secure  suitable  rooms  for  the  first  class  school 
we  design  to  open  here,  that  I  have  advised  him  to  postpone" 
operations  here  for  the  present,  and  proceed  at  once  to  Balti- 
more to  place  his  services  at  your  disposal.  He  will  be  glad 
to  answer  any  questions  you  may  desire  to  ask,  and  to  enter 
upon  duty  in  your  department  (if  at  all)  in  entire  subordina- 
tion to  your  official  guidance,  congratulating  you,  Sir,  upon 
your  happiness  in  controlling  a  Freedman's  Bureau  in 
Free  Maryland. 

Believe  me  very  truly  your  friend, 
JACOB  R.  SHIPHERD, 

Secretary  and  Acting  Treasurer. 


Endorsed — "States  Mr.  E.  C.  Branch,  of  the  Northwes- 
tern Freedman's  Aid  Commission,  has  been  ordered  to  Balti- 
more, that  his  services  are  at  the  disposal  of  Maj.  Este,  in 
charge  Freedman's  Bureau." 


Baltimore,  Nov.  22,  1864. 

Mrs.  Mills  and  her  Son,  holds  my  child  in  slavery,  I  went 
there  -and  they  ordered  me  out  of  the  house  to-day,  and  they 
locked  the  door  and  took  the  key  out  of  the  door,  a  ad  they 
tell  her  not  to  live  with  me.  I  want  her  to  come  home  and 
go  to  school,  I  feel  myself  perfectly  able  to  support  her,  she 
never  was  in  a  church  in  her  life  and  don't  know  the  Lord's 
prayer.  I  want  her  brought  to  37  Larews  alley,  between 
Mulberry  and  Franklin  streets.    She  lives  at  Mr.  Ezekiel  Mills, 
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Union  square,  on  the  right  hand  side  in  Lombard  street,  be- 
tween Republican  and  Freemont,  house  not  numbered. 

Mr.  Stockett  Matthews,  request, 

By  her  Mother, 

REBECCA  SALES. 

Endorsed — "States  Mrs.  Mills,  holds  her  child  in  slavery, 
requests  its  release." 


Baltimore,  Noj.  21,  1864. 
To  General  Wallace,. 

Sir: — I  made  application  for  my  boy,  a  slave  before  the 
New  Constitution  of  Maryland  was  passed,  to  Mrs.  Diffin- 
daffer,  of  Abbington,  and  she  told  me  she  could  not  or  would 
not  give  up  the  boy  as  he  was  bound  to  her  betore  this  New 
Constitution  was  passed.  He  was  a  slave  to  her  previous  to 
this,  and  therefore  is  trying  to  take  advantage  of  this  ap- 
prenticing of  my  Son.  I  therefore  respectfully  submit  my 
case  to  you,  knowing  that  I  will  meet  with  nothing  but  jus- 
tice at  your  hands. 

I  remain  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPRIGS. 


Endorsed — "State  Mr.  Diffindaffer,  holds  his  Son,  submits 
his  case." 
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Chestertown,  November  28£A,  1864. 

Maj.  James  R.  Ross, 

Sir: — Inclosed  you  will  find  a  list  of  names  of  children 
bound  by  Orphans'  Court  of  Kent  county,  and  also  a  list 
bound  by  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

A  good  many  of  these  children  are  old  enough  to  hire  for 
good  wages  and  can  get  a  plenty  of  labor.  In  some  cases  the 
parents  are  plenty  able  to  take  care  of  all  of  their  children. 
There  are  over  one  hundred  Indentures  now  in  the  hands  of 
Magistrates  ready  to  be  brought  in  for  the  approval  of  the  Or- 
phans' Court.  They  are  afraid  to  hand  them  in  until  they 
learn  something  more  of  Gen.  Wallace's  order. 

The  court  say  they  intend  to  commence  binding  again  on 
Thursday  next. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BAETUS  TREW, 
Deputy  Provost  Marshal  for  Kent  county. 


Endorsed — "Encloses  list  of  names  of  children  bound  by 
Orphans'  Court  of  Kent  county,  and  also  a  list  of  those  bound 
by  Justices  of  the  Peace.  States  that  many  of  the  children 
are  old  enough  to  hire  for  good  wages  and  can  get  plenty  of 
labor,  and  in  some  cases  parents  are  able  to  take  care  of  all 
their  children.  Wishes  to  learn  something  more  of  General 
Wallace's  order." 
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Ellwood,  Uth  Month  15th,  1864. 
To  J.  T.  Graham  : 

After  reading  the  order  of  General  Wallace,  I  find  the 
most  serious  punishment  that  is  proposed  to  inflict  upon  our 
late  slaveholders  for  the  binding  out  of  children,  is  to  fine 
them.  Therefore  I  feel  no  compunction  in  sending  the  names 
of  any  that  I  know  of,  though  I  don't  know  by  what  process 
anything  can  be  proven  on  them,  as  in  most  instances,  them- 
selves and  the  magistrates  were  the  only  parties  present. 
Sometimes  the  parents  were  present  and  refused  to  give  their 
consent,  in  others  they  refused  to  appear.  Some  have  sent 
the  children  home  since  the  General's  order. 

I  send  those  I  know  of,  Sewell  Hepborn,  Kennedyville 
District,  who  also  tried  to  intimidate  voters  by  threats  of  burn- 
ing the  property  of  people  that  voted  for  the  Constitution. 

Jacob  Sutton,  Kennedyville  District. 

James  Canby,  "  "  Magistrate. 

Captain  Price,  Magistrate,  Still  Pond. 

Henry  T.  Jump,         u         "         " 

Wm.  S.  Busick,         "         "         " 

George  Gale,  "         "         " 

Henry  Kelly,  "         "         " 

John  Kelly.  ic         "         " 

If  thee  sees  proper  to  make  use  of  this  do  so.  If  nothino- 
else  is  done  I  want  them  to  be  made  to  give  up  those  that 
have  been  forced  into  apprenticeship.  There  is  but  a  little 
band  of  emancipationist  in  our  county,  and  they  cannot  do 
much  of  themselves. 

E.  B.  TURNER. 

Endorsed — "Forwards  list  of  slaveholders  who  have  had 
colored  children  bound  to  them,  Sewell  Hepborn,  J.  Sutton, 
James  Canby,  Captain  Price,  &c,  &c." 


Sir  : — Your  note  tendering  me  the  position  of  matron  to  the 
"Freedman's  Rest"  was  received  this  morning,  and  I  wrote 
immediately  to  say  that  various  private  circumstances  make 
it  impossible  for  me  to  accept  at  present  any  position  of  the 
kind  apart  from  whai  I  feel  to  be  my  incompetency  for  such  a 
charge. 
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I  am  not  the  less  obliged  to  you  for  the  offer,  nor  less 
grateful  to  those  brave  and  patriotic  men  who  have  remember- 
ed me  as  one  devoted  to  the  success  of  that  cause  for  which 
they  are  perilling  their  lives,  that  they  have  done  so  is  a 
sufficient  reward  for  any  poor  service  I  have  been  able  to  ren- 
der to  the  defenders  of  my  country. 

Hoping  that  you  will  find  an  able  assistant  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion, and  wishing  you  every  success  in  the  charge  you  have 
undertaken. 

I  am  respectfully, 

AUGUSTA  TILGHMAN. 

Easton,  Nov.  11th,  1864. 

Endorsed — ''Declined  the  position  of  Matron  to  the  Freed- 
mens  Rest." 


November,  11th,  1864. 

I  owe  Eobert  Wilson,  (colored,)  eighty-five  dollars  for 
wages  for  the  year  1864,  and  have  bargained  to  give  him  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  a  house  and  garden  for  the  ensuing 
year  for  his  family  to  live  in. 

THOS.  W.  RINGGOLD. 

Easton  Neck,  Kent  County,  Maryland. 

Robert  Wilson,  colored  man,  has  two  children,  viz  :  Jane 
E.  Wilson,  aged  12  years  2d  April,  1864,  and  Isaac  Wilson 
6  years  old  15th  July,  1865. 

They  were  brought  up  before  the  Orphans'  Court  of  Kent 
county  on  the  10th  of  November,  1864,  and  bound  out  to 
Thomas  R.  Browne,  of  Baltimore,  without  the  approbation 
and  against  the  consent  of  the  said  Robert  Wilson,  the 
father,  and  also  against  the  consent  of  his  wife,  the  mother 
of  said  children. 

He  desires  to  take  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  Kent  county,  and  is  seeking  friendly  aid  to 
assist  him  in  prosecuting  his  appeal. 

Endorsed — "Sates  that  his  two  children,  Jane  E.  Wilson 
and  Isaac  R.  Wilson,  were  bound  out  to  Thos.  R.  Browne,  of 
Baltimore,  without  his  consent  or  their  mother's  consent, 
wishes  them  released." 
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Towsontown,  Balto.  Co.,  Md. 

November  30$,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lew  Wallace,  U.  S.  A.,  &c,  &c. 

Sir  : — The  bearer,  Louisa  Foster,  a  colored  woman,  repre- 
sents to  me  that  she  is  sent  by  you  to  apply  to  me  as  an  at- 
torney in  regard  to  her  children,  George  Foster,  [aged  9 
years,]  Henry  Foster,  [5  years  old,]  Harriet  Stevenson,  [7 
years  old,]  who  were  bound  by  the  Orphans'  Court  for  this 
county,  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  18G4,to  one,  Joshua  F. 
C.  Talbott,  as  apprentices,  the  boys  to  the  age  of  21,  to  learn 
farming,  the  girl  to  the  age  of  18,  to  learn  sewing  and  house 
work.  Under  the  law,  the  mother  should  have  been  present 
at  the  time  of  the  binding.  I  think  this  will  be  cause  of  can- 
celling the  indentures  of  the  court.  Unfortunately  the  court 
had  adjourned  about  an  hour  before  this  woman  arrived  here 
to-day,  and  will  not  meet  again  until  next  Tuesday,  when  I 
will  apply  to  have  the  indentures  cancelled,  or  if  this  is  re- 
fused will  take  the  children  under  a  habeas  corpus.  The  wo- 
man, by  her  own  admission,  has  never  been  married.  I 
think  Mr.  Joshua  F.  C.  Talbott  must  have  been  under  the 
impression  that  the  mother  of  the  children  was  dead,  and  I 
am  informed  that  she  was  represented  to  the  court  as  being 
"runaway  and  her  whereabouts  not  known."  I  will  be 
much  obliged  if  you  will  give  the  woman  a  letter  to  me, 
when  she  comes  again,  or  communicate  with  me  by  mail,  if 
you  think  it  necessary. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  H.  WHEELER, 

Att'y  at  Laiv. 

Endorsed — "States  the  children  of  Louisa  Foster,  colored, 
were  bound  out  by  the  Orphans'  Court.  Requests  that  the 
General  Commanding  communicate  with  him  in  regard  to 
the  release  of  the  children." 


Washington,  D.  C, 

December  6,  1864. 
Gen.  Wallace  : 

Dear  Sir : — As  a  friend  to  the  colored  people,  the  freed- 
men,  and  as  attorney  for  the  National  Freedman's  Relief  As- 
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sociation  of  New  York,  and  having  been  applied  to  by  Har- 
riet Conoway,  the  mother  of  Caroline  Conoway,  to  get  her 
child  from  Mrs.  Louisa  Wolf,  of  Maryland,  who  refused  to 
let  her  have  her  child,  and  told  me  she  had  been  to  Gen'l 
Wallace,  and  that  the  G-eneral  had  bound  out  the  child  to 
her.  I  ask  you  to  interfere,  as  by  your  glorious  General  Or- 
der, I  see  you  will,  to  stop  this  business.  I  trust,  if  necessary, 
you  will  order  the  woman,  Mrs.  Wolf,  to  deliver  the  child  to 
her  mother. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  E.  H.  DAY, 
AW  y  for  National  Freedman's 
Belief  Association. 

Endorsed — "Writes  in  behalf  of  Harriet  Conoway,  colored, 
who  wishes  to  procure  her  child  from  Mrs.  Louisa  Wolf,  of 
Maryland,  who  refuses  to  give  it  up." 


Trappe,  Nov.  21st,  1864. 

Bear  Madam :— I  received  your  kind  and  welcome  letter 
on  the  16th  instant,  and  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  were 
enjoying  such  good  health,  and  were  doing  so  well.  You  said 
in  your  letter  that  you  had  sent  three  before  this,  but  I  never 
received  any  except  the  one  that  Mr.  Mackey  brought. 

I  received  a  message  from  Francis  Dixon  concerning  your 
boy.  I  saw  Mr.  Matthews  according  to  your  request,  and  he 
would  not  let  me  have  him — he  says  if  you  get  him  he  will 
put  you  to  trouble.  I  was  willing  to  take  him  and  do  as  you 
requested,  but  by  his  saying  what  he  did,  I  think  you 
had  better  come  down  and  tend  to  it  yourself.  If  you  go  to 
headquarters  first  I  don't  think  you  will  have  much  trouble. 

Daniel  and  your  sister  Caroline  are  both  enjoying  good 
health  at  present  and  send  their  love  to  you.  They  are  all 
together  yet,  the  sale  went  on  last  Wednesday.  They  are  go- 
ing to  stay  with  him  until  he  leaves. 

Charles  Reese  has  been  in  the  army  ever  since  April,  he 
is  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Maryland  Regiment,  his  sister  re- 
ceives letters  from  him  every  two  weeks,  he  has  been  in  two 
battles  and  not  yet  hurt,  he  is  with  Grant,  near  Petersburg. 
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You  said  you  saw  Charles  Wing  at  church  and  spoke  to  him, 
but  he  treated  you  so  cool  that  you  dou't  think  he  knew  you. 
He  did  know  you,  but  he  was  bewildered  by  so  many  speak- 
ing to  him,  that  he  had  not  time  to  have  any  conversation 
with  you.     Charles  and  Francis  both  send  their  love  to  you. 

You  say  that  you  want  to  know  the  news  in  old  Talbot 
county.  I  know  of  none  except  they  are  binding  the  chil- 
dren against  their  parents  will.  You  say  if  I  had  the  grace 
of  God  1  would  have  answered  your  others  letters,  but  you 
cannot  expect  me  to  answer  them  that  I  did  not  receive.  I 
yet  have  the  hope  of  living  when"done  with  this  world.  I 
should  like  to  know  if  you  have  that  same  hope. 

Answer  this  to  let  me  know  whether  you  get  this  letter  or 
not. 

Nelly  joins  me  in  love  to  you.  Nothing  more  at  present, 
but 

Remain  your  friend, 

PERRY  MILLER. 

Mary  E.  Ransom  wishes  to  know  if  she  cannot  procure  her 
child.  His  former  master  Mr.  John  Henry  Matthews,  says 
that  if  she  applies  for  him  he  will  give  her  trouble. 

She  lives  with  Mrs.  Dorsey,  No.  114  East  Lomard  street, 
and  is  an  industrious  and  worthy  woman.  iShe  has  but  that 
one  child,  and  is  able  to  take  care  of  him.  Please  let  her 
know  whether  she  can  get  him  away.  He  lives  in  Talbot 
county,  near  Trappe  town. 

DANIEL  ELISON, 
114  East  Lombard  Street,  at  Mrs.  Dorsey' s. 

Endorsed — "States  that  Mary  Ransom  wishes  to  know  if 
she  cannot  procure  her  child,  which  is  in  possession  of  her 
former  master,  Mr.  John  H.  Matthews,  who  says  he  will 
give  her  trouble  if  she  applies  for  the  child.  States  that  she  is  a 
worthy,  industrious  woman,  and  this  her  only  child  and  able 
to  take  care  of  it.  Requests  to  let  her  know  if  she  can  get 
the  child  away." 
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Baltimore,  Nov.  29th,  1864. 


Con  Lyance  : 


I  write  to  report  to  you  a  case  of  a  litle  orphan  girl  now  in 
her  twelfth  year  of  age,  who  formerly  helonged  to  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Franklin  Newman,  and  he  still  holds  her  as  his 
property  refusing  to  let  any  one  have  her.  There  has  been 
two  or  three  persons  who  have  asked  him  for  the  girl.  He 
told  them  that  he  would  not  let  any  one  have  her  unless  I 
come  for  her,  and  if  I  did  he  would  let  me  have  her,  so  I 
happened  to  be  here  and  heard  what  he  had  said.  I  went 
over  there  to  get  her.  But  when  I  got  to  Mr.  Newman's  and 
told  him  what  my  errand  was,  he  became  very  angry,  telling 
me  that  I  could  not  her  and  for  me  to  get  off  of  his  farm  as 
soon  as  I  could,  he  said  the  court  had  bound  her  and  that  she 
was  his  property.  He  then  went  into  the  house  and  got  his 
gun  and  sword  and  pursued  me  until  I  got  off  of  his  farm. 
He  then  went  back  to  the  house  and  sent  word  to  me  at 
church,  that  had  not  he  to  have  been  kept  at  home  by  some 
one  coming  to  his  house,  that  he  intended  to  have  come  there 
and  shot  me,  and  that  I  had  better  leave  there  before  the 
next  morning,  for  the  county  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  us 
both,  that  he  would  shoot  me  the  first  place  he  came  up 
with  me. 

Mr.  Newman  lives  about  the  centre  of  Kent  county,  be- 
tween 8  or  10  miles  northeast  of  Chestertown,  and  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  north  of  Chesterville.  He  sold  the  mother 
of  this  little  Terapy  south,  when  she  was  about  two  years 
old.  I  worked  for  him  at  the  time  this  girl  was  born  and 
for  some  time  afterwards,  and  it  is  on  this  account  that  I  am 
interested  for  the  little  girl,  as  she  has  no  one  to  intercede  for 
her.  He  said  I  could  not  take  her  unless  I  could  prove  that  she 
is  ray  child  and  that  I  was  married  to  her  mother.  That  I 
could  not  do  as  it  was  not  so,  therefore  all  that  I  can  do  is  to 
report  her  case  to  you.  As  Mr.  Newman  is  known  to  be  a 
very  brutal  man,  I  must  ask  you  to  give  my  brother  some 
protection,  as  he  threatens  to  whip  his  wife  the  first  time  he 
meets  her  out  from  home. 

lam,  very  respectfully  yours, 

SAMUEL  ELBERT. 

Endorsed — "Reports  that  a  little  orphan  who  formerly  be- 
longed to  a  man  named  Franklin  Newman,  who  still  holds 
the  child  as  his  property,  and  states  that  he  went  to  get  the 
same,  but  was  ordered  away  from  the  house  and  threatened 
to  be  shot." 
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Baltimore,  Nov.  22d,  1864. 

Statement  of  Mrs.  Louisa  Foster  : 

Mr.  Joshua  C.  Tolbert,  who  lives  3  miles  below  Towson- 
town,  in  Baltimore  county,  lias  kept  my  three  children  and 
refused  to  give  them  up  to  me,  as  he  says  he  has  hound  them 
in  the  Orphans'  Court.  My  husband  is  in  the  Union  army. 
Mr.  Tolbert  owes  me  a  year's  wages,  which  he  refuses  to  pay 
me.  He  took  the  children  directly  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Free  Constitution.  I  appeal  to  the  General  Commanding  to 
enable  me  to  procure  the  wages  due  me,  and  get  back  my 
children  from  Mr.  Tolbert,  who  threatened  to  chain  me  down 
to  the  floor  and  whip  me,  if  I  asked  him  for  ray  children  any 
more. 

her 
LOUISA  X  FOSTER, 
mark 
Witness : — Wm.  R.  Merrill. 

Endorsed — "States  Mr.  Joshua  C.  Tolbert  holds  her  3 
children  and  refuses  to  give  them  up.  Also  owes  her  one 
year's  wages.  Appeals  to  the  General  Commanding  to  aid 
her  in  procuring  her  children  and  what  he  owes  her." 


Alexandria,  Va.,  Nov.  23c?,  1864. 
Maj.  Lew  Wallace, 

Mil.  Gov.  Middle  Dep't  Md.: 

General : — Isabella  Perry,  colored,  of  this  city,  is  anxious 
to  obtain  her  little  daughter,  Julia  Ann,  who,  she  says,  is 
confined  in  Maltby  jail,  on  a  charge  of  setting  fire  to  the 
stable  of  her  former  owner.  She  says  that  her  little  girl  was 
kept  very  closely,  so  that  she  was  unable  to  get  her  ;  and 
that  after  her  efforts  had  been  made,  and  were  ineffectual, 
the  girl  was  induced  by  a  colored  woman,  on  a  neighboring 
farm,  to  commit  the  deed. 

If  the  girl  can  be  consistently  released  and  restored  to  her 
mother  in  this  city,  in  my  care,  you  will  very  much  oblige. 

Your  ob't  servant, 

A.  GLADWIN, 
Sup't  of  Contrabands,  Alex' a,  Va, 
Please  address  box  200,  P.  0. 
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Endorsed — "States  Isabella  Perry,  (colored,)  is  anxious  to 
obtain  her  little  daughter,  who  is  confined  in  Maltby  jail, 
charged  with  setting  fire  to  the  stables  of  her  former  owner," 
&c. 


Baltimore,  November  29t7i,  1864. 

Major  General  Wallace  : 

Sir: — There  is  a  boy  in  Newtown,  Worcester  county,  Ma- 
ryland, whom  I  have  been  providing  for  in  part  ever  since 
he  was  born,  he  is  now  five  years  old,  his  mother  was  a  slave 
when  he  was  born,  but  became  free  in  about  one  year  after 
he  was  born,  her  owner  never  took  any  account  of  the  boy 
till  the  death  of  his  mother,  which  occured  about  two  months 
ago.  He,  the  former  owner,  Rev.  William  Dwinn,  had  the 
boy  bound  to  him  in  the  same  week  in  which  the  New  Con- 
stitution went  into  operation.  Now  I  think  that  after  I 
have  assisted  to  raise  the  boy  thus  far,  I  have  a  stronger 
claim  to  him  than  Rev.  Wm.  Dwinn.  Now  sir  I  want  to 
know  if  there  is  any  legal  manner  in  which  I  can  proceed  to 
get  the  boy. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GILLETT. 

P.  S. — If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  answer,  you  will  please 
direct  to  me,  Newtown,  Worcester  county,  Maryland. 

R.  Gillett. 

Endorsed — "States  that  there  is  a  boy,  five  years  old,  in 
Newtown,  Maryland,  whom  he  has  provided  for,  in  part, 
since  he  was  born,  that  his  mother  was  a  slave  at  that  time, 
and  became  free  one  year  afier.  The  owner  never  took  any 
account  of  the  boy  until  the  death  of  his  mother,  about  two 
months  ago.  That  Rev.  Wm.  Dwinn  had  bound  the  boy  to 
him  the  same'  week  the  New  Constitution  came  into  opera- 
tion. Enquires  if  there  is  any  legal  manner  to  proceed  and 
get  said  boy." 
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Baltimore,  November  18th,  1864. 

Statement  of  Hester  Hall,  Col'd. 

Hester  Hall,  Sterling  street,  Baltimore  city,  says:  I  for- 
merly resided  at  "Lady's  Manor,"  near  Towsontown,  Bal- 
timore county,  where  my  grand-child  is  now  held  as  a  slave 
by  John  B.  Fierce.  On  last  Saturday  I  went  to  that  place 
for  the  purpose  of  bring  my  grand-child,  Sarah  Jane  Hall, 
away  with  me,  she  having  no  one  else  to  look  after  her.  I 
asked  Mr.  Pierce,  or  told  him  that  I  wished  to  bring  her 
away,  when  he  ordered  me  out  of  the  house,  at  the  lime 
threatening  to  place  me  in  jail  if  I  did  not  leave.  I  then  left 
without  my  grand-child. 

her 
HESTER  M   HALL, 
mark. 
Witness, 

Wm.  Armstrong. 

Endorsed — "States  that  her  grand-child  is  now  held  as  a 
slave  by  John  B.  Pierce,  that  she  went  to  that  place  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  her  away  with  her,  that  she  asked  for 
her,  but  was  ordered  off  by  Mr.  Pierce,  who  threatened  to 
place  her  in  jail  if  she  did  not  leave,  and  that  she  left  with- 
out her  grand-child." 


Baltimore,  November  19th,  1864. 

I  am  the  father  of  Maria  L.  Hinson,  aged  13  years,  James 
Hinson,  aged  11  years,  and  Frisbie  Hinson,  aged  about  8 
years.  These  children  were  born  slaves,  the  mother  is  dead, 
and  their  former  master,  Mr.  William  H.  Beck,  of  Queen 
Anne's  county,  had  them  bound  to  him  without  my  consent 
or  wishes.  They  were  arrested  by  a  constable  at  the  resi- 
dence of  persons  where  I  had  placed  them,  and  taken  to  Mr. 
Becks,  and  on  my  seeking  some  satisfactory  explanation  from 
him,  he  told  me  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 

his 

FEISBIE  M  HINSON. 

mark. 
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Dear  Brother : — I  want  you  to  come  over  right  away,  and 
if  you  cannot  come  I  want  you  to  send  mother.  Mr.  Beck 
wants  you  to  come  and  make  some  arrangements  about  the 
children. 

My  family  are  all  well,  but  still  in  bondage.     Come  soon. 
All  join  me  in  love  to  you  all. 

From  your  affectionate  brother, 
JAMES  HINSON. 
Wednesday  Morning,  November  2d. 

Endorsed — "States  he  is  the  father  of  Maria,  James  and 
Frisbie  Hinson,  that  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Beck  has  had  them  bound 
to  him  without  his  consent.     Bequests  their  release." 


Still  Pond,  Kent  Co.,  Md., 

November  12th,  1864. 
Major  Este  : 

Sir : — It  has  just  come  to  my  knowledge  that  you  have 
the  charge  of  freed  persons,  who  have  become  so  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  New  Constitution  now  gone  into  effect.  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  I  had  twelve,  who  were  lately  my  slaves 
with  their  mother's  consent,  bound  to  me  a  few  days  ago,  six 
of  them  range  from  a  small  babe  to  eight  years  of  age,  un- 
able to  render  any  service  whatever,  the  others  range  from 
eleven  to  sixteen  years,  two  had  no  mother,  the  girls  were 
bound  until  eighteen,  with  freedom  dues  of  new  suit  of  clothes 
and  twenty-five  dollars  in  money  on  their  arriving  at  age, 
the  boys  until  twenty-one,  with  new  suit  of  clothes  ar.d  fifty 
dollars  in  money.  I  considered  this  sir,  an  act  of  humanity, 
I  could  not  bear  to  turn  them  out  of  doors  without  some  pro- 
vision to  keep  them  from  starving  and  no  home  to  go  to  ; 
next  to  my  own  children,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  provide  for 
their  necessities,  and  even  were  there  any  profit,  (which  there 
is  not,)  in  having  them  bound  to  me,  surely  I  ought  to  be 
entitled  to  it,  as  I  have  raised  them  thus  far  at  great  expense 
without  any  profit.  If  you  or  the  authorities  can  do  any  bet- 
ter part  by  them  than  I  can,  they  are  heartily  at  your  ser- 
vice, and  can  be  gotten  whenever  demanded  ;  I  have  been 
advised  to  turn  them  adrift  as  soon  as  General  Wallace's  or- 
der made  its   appearance,   for   fear   that  evil  consquenaces 
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might  result  to  myself,  this  I  will  not  do.  These  blacks 
grew  up  and  were  the  playmates  of  my  children,  and  will  not 
turn  then  out  of  doors  until  some  other  provision  is  made  for 
them.  The  mother  of  the  most  of  them  has  been  rhumatic  for 
ten  years,  and  unable  to  provide  for  their  wants.  They  all 
can  be  gotten  from  me  at  any  time  by  your  or  the  Provost 
Marshal's  order.  I  had  forgotten  to  say  that  two  of  the  girls 
have  neither  father  or  mother  living  in  this  State. 

Kespectfully, 

SEWELL  HEPBEON. 

Endorsed — "States  with  their  mother's  consent  he  has  had 
12  colored  children  bound  to  him,  they  all  can  be  gotten  at 
any  time." 


Still  Pond,  P.  O.,  Kent  Co.,  Mo., 

November  I9ih,  1864. 
Major  General  Wallace  : 

Sir: — About  one  week  since  I  wrote  to  Major  Este,  but 
have  not  yet  received  an  answer  from  him,  substantially  as 
follows  :  That  I  had  bound  to  me  as  apprentices  twelve  ne- 
groes that  were  formerly  my  slaves,  with  their  mother's  con- 
sent, ranging  from  a  babe  up  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  the 
girls  to  serve  until  eighteen,  freedom  dues,  a  new  suit  of 
clothes  and  twenty-five  dollars  in  money,  the  boys  until 
twenty-one,  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  fifty  dollars  in 
money  on  their  arriving  at  age,  and  that  I  had  this  done  as 
an  act  of  humanity,  as  more  than  half  the  number  is  so  small, 
that  they  are  wholy  incapable  of  rendering  to  me  any  ser- 
vice whatever,  and  that  if  he  could  do  any  better  part  by 
them  than  I  could  do  by  transferring  them  to  the  "Ereed- 
man's  Rest,"  he  was  perfectly  welcome  to  do  so.  Thinking 
perhaps  that  I  ought  to  have  written  to  you  instead  of  Major 
Este,  I  now  do  so.  I  have  further  to  say  that  I  had  made 
arrangements  with  the  two  mothers  of  these  children,  that  I 
would  give  them  the  usual  wages  for  women  from  the  first 
day  of  November  last  onward,  so  that  they  might  be  present 
to  take  care  of  their  children  as  formerly,  which  they  also 
agreed  to.  But  to  my  surprise,  when  your  order  became 
known  to  them  they  became  dissatisfied  with  their  condition, 
and  said  they  were  told  they  must  leave  me,  or  else  they 
would  be  sent  away  somewhere,  they  did  not  know  where. 
So  I  was  forced  to  comply,  and  they  are  now  gone  to  house 
keeping  in  a  miserable  hut  without  the  means  of  procuring  a 
sufficiency  to  secure  them  from  abject  want  this  winter,  their 
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present  wants  I  have  supplied  myself,  but  will  be  unable  to 
do  so  inucli  longer  unless  they  were  in  my  kitchen. 

I  should  have  used  restraint  to  have  prevented  them  from 
leaving  me,  but  I  did  not  know  how  far  I  might  infringe  on 
your  order  by  doing  so.  I  should  have  taken  them  to  the 
Alms  House,  but  was  told  by  the  overseer  that  that  was  al- 
ready filled.  Now  what  I  want  to  know  sir,  will  you  or 
those  you  have  entrusted  with  these  matters  take  charge  of 
these  helpless  persons,  or  shall  I  be  privileged  to  exercise 
over  them  that  wholesome  authority  which  is  given  me  by 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  masters  with  apprentices.  I  am  now 
an  old  man,  and  in  my  younger  days  labored  to  raise  these 
blacks,  my  men  left  me  for  the  army  more  than  a  year  ago, 
which  left  me  only  three  boys,  big  enough  to  plow  to  till  my 
farm  imperfectly.  I  am  now  left  with  no  body,  not  even  to 
black  my  boots  or  catch  a  horse,  and  not  labor  sufficient  in 
the  neighborhood  that  can  be  procured  by  hiring.  Mine  is 
not  an  isolated  case,  many  in  my  vicinity  are  in  a  similar 
condition.  I  should  have  said  in  its  place  the  mother  of 
these  boys  is  about  forty-five  years  old,  subject  to  frequent 
attacks  of  rhumatism,  and  would  have  died  long  ago  if  she 
had  not  been  well  taken  care  of  in  my  family,  she  thinks  the 
hire  of  her  boys  will  yield  her  support.  In  this,  she  is  mis- 
taken, they  are  to  unruly  to  be  governed  by  her,  she  has  two 
that  are  under  five  years  old. 

You  will  please  answer  this  or  cause  it  to  be  answered  that 
I  may  know  what  is  your  determination  concerning  the  mat- 
ter, as  there  is  much  doubt  here  how  far  your  order  is  in- 
tended to  reach. 

Kespectfully, 

SEWELL  HEPBKOK 

Endorsed — "States  with  the  consent  of  their  mothers  he 
has  had  12  colored  children  bound  to  him,  wishes  to  know 
how  far  Gr.  0.,  112,  is  intended  to  reach." 


Clarksville  Howard  Co.,  Md., 

November-  11th,  1864. 

Sir : — One  of  my  neighbors  has  a  colored  woman  who  is  an 
idiot,  she  is  desirous  to  stay  with  her  former  master,  and 
he  is  willing  to  keep  her  and  pay  her  wages  for  her  services, 
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which  is  a  very  small  compensation  for  what  she  is  capable- 
of  doing,  provided  there  is  no  objection  to  his  so  doing,  unlii 
their  is  some  provision  made  by  the  State  for  such  case.  IIo 
does  not  now  hold  her  in  servitude,  but  is  merely  keeping 
her,  as  she  has  no  place  to  go  to,  and  no  one  to  provide  for 
her.  He  laid  the  case  before  the  County  Commissioners,  they 
told  him  they  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  he  now  appeals  to 
you  what  shall  lie  done  with  the  woman. 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  as  early  as  convenient,  and 
oblige, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  S.  HECKROTTE, 
Assistant  Assessor  Internal  Revenue, 
Post  Office,  Clarhsville,  Howard  Co.  Md. 
To  Major  Wm.  M.  Este, 
Baltimore. 

Endorsed — "States  that  one  of  his  neighbors  has  a  colored 
woman,  who  is  an  idiot,  and  desirous  to  stay  with  her  former 
master,  who  is  willing  to  keep  her  and  pay  her  wages,  pro- 
viding there  is  no  objection.  Requests  to  know  what  shall  be 
done  with  the  woman." 


Prince  Frederick,  Nov.  26th,  1864. 
Major  General  Wallace  : 

Dear  Sir  : — About  two  weeks  ago  I  saw  by  the  papers,  your 
order  concerning  the  binding  out  of  colored  children.  At 
that  time  the  Orphans'  Court  had  commenced  to  bind  out 
children,  but  as  soon  as  your  order  was  published,  I  under- 
stand they  pretended  that  they  bound  none,  but  stopped  pro- 
ceeding. The  children  that  they  pretended  to  bind  out,  were 
children  that  would  hire  for  wages,  and  some  would  be  able 
to  get  near  one  hundred  dollars  hire.  They  never  consulted 
the  parents  as  to  whom  they  should  bind  them,  but  went  on 
to  bind  in  disregard  of  law  or  justice.  The  colored  people  here 
can  take  care  of  their  own  children,  and  are  willing  to  do  it,  as 
all  or  nearly  all  have  children  that  they  can  get  good  wages 
for,  which  with  their  own  labor  they  can  get  a  decent  sup- 
port, and  if  let  alone  will  do  it.  But  the  people  here,  or  a  great 
many  of  them,  don't  seem  to  be  satisfied  unless  they  have 
8 
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negroes,  and  I  understand  that  the  Orphans'  Court  have  an 
authority  as  they  say,  from  the  the  Governor  to  bind  those 
of  tender  years  and  those  that  have  not  the  means  of  sup- 
port, and  their  parents  are  not  willing  to  support.  But  I 
understand  that  they  intend  to  bind  out  all  children,  whether 
their  parents  are  willing  or  not.  This  I  think  a  great  piece 
of  hardship,  as  many  or  nearly  all  of  the  colored  people  wish 
to  be  let  alone  and  they  can  take  care  of  themselves,  as  there 
is  plenty  of  work  for  them  to  do  and  they  are  willing  to  work. 
If  the  court  would  be  governed  by  the  old  law  of  the  State,  it 
would  not  be  so  hard,  but  they  don't  regard  the  law  or  jus- 
tice and  bind  out  as  wish,  with  all  of  their  prejudice  to  freedom, 
and  as  I  believe  some  few  persons  dictate,  who  would  rather 
die  themselves  than  slavery  should  die.  I  think  it  would  be 
a  great  blessing  to  the  poor  colored  people  of  this  county  if 
they  could  have  that  protection  which  you  can  afford,  by  is- 
suing a  second  order  to  check  the  courts  in  their  unjust  course. 

This  letter  I  write  in  confidence,  as  it  would  not  be  well  for 
the  writer  if  it  was  known  here  in  this  hot  bed  of  treason. 
Should  you  answer  this  letter,  address  W.  Bv  Prince  Fred- 
erick, Md. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

JOSEPH  HALL. 

Endorsed — '  'States  that  the  Orphans'  Court  is  binding  out 
children  under  pretended  authority  of  the  Governor  to  bind 
out  only  those  of  tender  years  who  have  no  means  of  sup- 
port, but  in  reality  are  binding  all  they  can,  &c." 


James  Town,  Somebset  Co.,  Md., 

November,  2§th,  1864. 

Major  Wm.  M.  Este  : 

Dear  Sir : — I  have  seen,  that  by  order  of  Major  General 
Wallace,  you  have  been  appointed  to  have  in  charge  the 
Freedman's  Bureau,  for  the  protection  of  the  heretofore 
slaves,  which  the  said  order  declares  to  be  now  free  and  un- 
der special  military  protection  for  a  time.  We  have  in  this, 
the  Eleventh  Election  District  about  one  hundred  fifty  to 
two  hundred  persons  that  has  been  set  free  by  the  new  con- 
stitution, and  they  all  can  get  their  own  living  if  they  have 
a  fair  chance,  and  be  no  expense  to  the  Government.  But  cer- 
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tain  parties  have  claimed  the  right  to  have  bound  to  them  all 
the  oldest  and  largest  of  the  children  of  emancipated  slaves, 
and  are  holding  many  of  them,  and  leaving  the  mothers 
alone  with  the  young  and  helpless  ones,  and  raising  the  cry 
that  they  will  starve,  whereof,  if  they  had  their  large  children 
they  could  make  a  good  living  as  they  got  from  their  master, 
and  much  better,  and  near  all  of  these  children  have  been 
bound  out  against  the  will  of  the  parents  and  children  while 
there  is  no  law  in  Maryland  to  justify  such  acts.  Some  of 
these  children  would  bring  in  to  their  mothers'  from  15  to  20 
dollars  per  month,  if  they  had  them  to  themselves.  Many  of 
the  mothers  have  husbands  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
and  need  the  services  of  their  children,  with  which  they  can 
make  a  good  living.  These  colored  persons  haye  come  to  me 
to  know  what  they  shall  do  in  the  matter,  and  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  consult  you  before  I  gave  them  advice  in 
the  matter,  and  they  are  waiting  to  know  what  they  must  do, 
and  while  I  know  that  there  is  no  law  for  what  has  been  done, 
I  deem  it  best  to  ask  of  you  what  should  be  done  in  the  case 
of  taking  their  children  from  them  and  holding  them  against 
their  will.  You  will  please  write  to  me  what  the  nature  of 
the  case  is,  so  that  I  can  inform  them  bow  to  act  and  what 
they  may  then  depend  o*v  Anything  you  may  wish  to  know 
about  the  state  of  things  here  I  will  write  to  you  at  any  time 
you  may  ask. 

All  the  officers  of  this  county  are  of  the  party  opposed  to 
the  free  State  system,  and  have  co-operated  with  the  parties 
in  binding  out  these  children,  which  leaves  the  mothers 
nothing  but  the  military  to  look  up  to  for  protection, 
for  they  have  gone  in  the  night  with  threats  to  make  them 
consent  to  bind  to  their  former  masters  their  children,  and 
some  have  gone  Scj  far  as  to  whip  them  when  they  would  not 
agree  to  what  they  wanted  them.  I  write  to  you  in  behalf 
and  at  the  request  of  the  emancipated  slaves  of  this  District, 
and  if  I  have  asked  properly,  please  answer  as  soon  as  you 
can  and  let  me  know  what  to  say  to  the  parties  above  named, 
and  you  will  oblige  the  many  destitute  and  outraged  persons 
who  are  looking  up  to  you  for  protection.  If  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  answer  this  you  will  address, 

E.  T.  HALL, 

James  Town,  Potato  Neck,  Somerset  Co.,  31d. 

Endorsed — "States  that  some  150  to  200  colored  persons 
have  been  set  free  in  that  District,  through  the  new  constitu- 
tion, who  are  all  able  to  support  themselves,  but  informs  that 
certain  parties  claim  to  have  the  oldest  and  largest  bound  to 
them  against  their  parents  will,  requests  an  answer  for  further 
information  as  how  to  act." 
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Baltimore,   Mth  Month,  2nd,  1864. 


General  Wallace 


A  black  boy,  son  of  George  Turner,  has  been  bound  by  the 
Orphans'  Court  of  Harford  county,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
said  Turner,  the  father  of  the  boy  to  one  J.  S.  Richardson, 
the  former  owner  of  the  boy,  said  J,  S.  Richardson  is  trying 
to  find  a  bill  of  indictment  against  the  father  for  inducing  his 
son  to  leave. 

Signed, 

WM.  C.  HAVILAND. 

P.  S. — The  parties  live  in    Bel- Air,  Harford  county,  Md. 

W.  C  H. 

Endorsed — "States  that  a  black  boy,  son  of  George  Turner, 
has  been  bound  to  one  J.  S.  Richardson,  who  is  trying  to  find 
a  bill  of  indictment  against  the  father  for  enticing  the  boy 
away." 

Custom  House,  Naval  Office, 

Baltimore,  12th  Month,  2nd,  1864. 

Gen.  Wallace, 

Esteemed-  Friend: — I  have  known  William  C.  Haviland  the 
bearer  of  this  many  years,  he  is  a  man  eminently  worthy  of 
thy  confidence,  as  I  am  sure  he  will  make  no  statement  to  thee 
not  tounded  in  truth, 

Thy  friend, 

F.  S.  CORKRAN, 

Naval  Officer. 


Prince  Frederick,  December  8th,  1864. 

Major  Gen.  Wallace, 

I  am  requested  on  behalf  of  the  colored  people  of  this  coun- 
ty to  let  you  know  the  course  being  pursued  here  by  the  Or- 
phans' Court  in  regard  to  binding  the  children  of  colored 
parents.  The  course  as  I  understand  is  this:  Any  person 
who  want  children  bound  to  rhern  complain  to  the  Orphans' 
Court,  that  such  and  such  negro  children  is  liable  to  suffer  for 
want  of  necessaries  of  life,  &c,  and  have  their  parents  cited 
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to  court,  and  tell  them  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  has 
given  them  authority  to  bind  all  of  their  children,  and  that 
they  must  choose  a  master,  and  in  some  instances,  I  have  been 
told  that  the  children  of  some  of  the  parents  have  been  bound 
before  they  knew  anything  about  it.  The  true  condition  of 
things  is  this,  since  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution  the 
original  owner  of  slaves  cannot  do  without"  (servants,  as  they 
have  been  used  to  some  one  and  don't  want  to  pay  any  person 
for  their  labor,  and  this  is  the  course  they  have  adopted  to 
cheat  the  poor  colored  people  out  of  the  labor  of  their  chil- 
dren; when  in  truth  the  Governor  has  never  given  any  such 
authority,  because  the  law  is  as  plain  as  it  can  be  and  the 
Governor  would  not  attempt  to  give  other  authority  than  the 
law.  As  it  is  you  can  judge  what  sort  of  a  court  it  must  be 
to  have  to  resort  to  such  humbuggery,  and  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  secessionists  seem  to  have  the  control  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  a  man  that  is  known  to  be  a  Union  man,  and  a  color- 
ed person,  can  be  imposed  upon  as  they  may  choose  with  im- 
punity. You  may  believe  as  you  may  in  regard  to  what  I 
say,  but  a  Union  man  in  this  county  can  have  no  fairness 
shown  among  a  people  who  disregard  the  sacred  obligations 
of  an  oath,  and  as  for  the  colored  people,  you  can  easily 
imagine  how  it  is  when  the  colored  people  of  this  county,  af- 
ter having  been  set  free  by  the  State  Constitution  should  be 
compelled  to  bind  their  children  to  such  a  class  of  people, 
when  many  of  the  children  can  be  hired  for  money  enough  to 
support  themselves  and  parents  without  their  parents  aid,  and 
there  is  not  one  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  but  objects  to  the 
binding  of  their  children,  as  they  can  and  will  take  care  of 
them  themselves  as  there  is  plenty  of  work  and  they  are  will- 
ing to  do  it  and  of  course  want  to  be  let  alone.  Would  it  not 
be  well  to  appoint  some  honest  person  to  see  to  this  affair  and 
report  accordingly,  and  to  manage  affairs  here  for  the  colored 
people  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  cheated,  as  they  certain- 
ly will  be  as  things  now  stand.  This  is  confidential  as  I  be- 
fore stated  in  a  letter  to  you,  as  it  would  not  be  well  for  the 
writer  if  it  was  known  who  gave  the  information. 

JOSEPH  HALL. 

Endorsed — "States  the  course  being  pursued  by  the  Or- 
phans' Court  in  regard  to  binding  out  colored  children." 
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Baltimore,  November  22d,  1864. 


Major 


I  take  this  method  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  for  Betty- 
Johnson  and  her  two  children,  who  is  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  on  the  (Patuxent.)  Mr.  Thomas,  says  he  will 
not  let  them  go  and  that  there  is  no  freedom  for  them  or  the 
colored  people,  you  will  therefore  make  some  arrangment  to 
have  them  relieved  according  to  the  Emancipation  of  the 
State.  Thv3  woman  writes  that  she  is  in  a  starving  condition. 
She  is  the  wile  of  Griffen  Johnson,  there  are  two  brothers, 
Thomas,  the  farms  are  joining  one  of  the  farms,  these  people 
are  and  will  be  kind  enough  to  have  them  brought  up  where 
her  husband  can  take  care  of  them. 

GEIFFEN  JOHNSON. 

Endorsed — "States  he  has  sent  for  Betty  Johnson,  and  her 
two  children  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thomas,  that  he  refuses 
to  give  them  up." 


Baltimore,  November  28th,  1864. 
General  Wallace  : 

Sir: — I  have  a  small   child  in  bondage,  I   wish  to  get  it 
bound  to  Mr.  Jacob  Birde,  down  in  West  Biver. 

CHABLOTTA  JOHNSON. 

Endorsed — "States  that  she  has  a  child  in  bondage,  and 
wishes  to  get  it,  it  is  bound  to  Jacob  Birde,  at  West  River." 


Baltimore,  November  21st,  1864. 

Major  Gen.  Wallace: 

Dear  Sir: — I,  the  undersigned  your  humble  servant,  beg 
of  you  to  aid  me  in  the  recovery  of  my  two  children  now  in 
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the  possession  of  Thomas  R.   Brown,  my  late  master,  now 
living  on  Madison  Avenue,  Baltimore. 

My  oldest  daughter  Susan,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  he 
has  now  on  his  farm  near  Chester  town,  and  the  youngest, 
eight  years  of  age,  in  service  with  his  family  in  Baltimore. 

He  has  refused  to  let  me  have  my  children,  saying  that  the 

'courts  have  bound  them  to  him.     May  it  please  your  honor 

that  I  am  able  to  provide  for  and  with  the  aid  of  my  husband 

the  father  of  them  to  protect  them.    Hoping  that  your  honor 

will  aid  me  to  recover  them. 

I  am  your  most  ob't  servant, 

her 
MARY  ANN  M   RAN. 
mark 


Endorsed — "Requests  aid  in  the  recovery  of  her  two  chil- 
dren now  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  R.  Brown." 


Friends  Association  in  Aid  of  Freedman. 

Baltimore,  12  Month,  14th,  1864. 

Lt.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Ross: 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  statement  respec- 
ting a  difficulty  in  which  I  am  placed  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty,  as  agent  of  this  association,  the  principle  object  of 
which  is  to  procure  homes  for  the  recently  freeclmen  and 
women  of  this  city.  I  have  many  calls  from  women  with  chil- 
dren, and  not  a  few  of  these  are  soldiers  widows,  who  are 
willing  to  work,  could  their  children  be  taken  care  of.  For 
some  days  past  1  have  had  more  calls  than  1  can  supply  and 
have  been  obliged  to  find  shelter  for  several  houseless,  home- 
less, friendless  females,  who  in  this  unfriendly  weather  have 
neither  food  nor  shelter,  and  must  be  provided  for.  Allow 
me  most  respectfully,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  using 
influence  to  procure  for  their  use,  say  about  twenty  rations 
per  day  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  I  pledge  myself  and  my 
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honor  for  the  careful  distrihution  of  the  same.    I  shall  en- 
deavor to  find  shelter  for  them  in  the  meantime. 

I  am  yours, 

Respectfully, 

ANDREW  MEDEHEAD. 

Endorsed — c 'Requests  to  have  issued  to  wives  of  soldiers 
and  other  destitute  freedman  about  240  rations,"  &c. 


Baltimore,  Maryland,  Dec.  22c?,  1864. 

To  Col.  Rcss, 

Freedman's  Bureau,  Middle  Department: 

The  undersigned  would  most  respectfully  represent  that 
she  is  a  married  women  about  forty  years  of  age,  having  a 
husband  whose  name  is  Perry  Kennard  and  six  children 
named  Susan,  Mary,  Kitty,  Dickey,  Olevia  and  Ann,  and 
that  up  to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  myself  and  children  were  slaves  belonging 
to  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Woodward,  residing  at  No.  33  Lex- 
ington Street,  Baltimore.  I  have  learned  that  by  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  dated  October,  28th, 
1864,  that  all  persons  held  in  bondage  in  the  State  were 
made  free  whether  they  were  minors  or  adults.  That  three 
of  my  children  Mary,  Kitty  and  Dickey,  were  without  my 
knowledge  or  consent  or  that  of  my  husband,  taken  into 
Anne  Arundel  county  and  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the 
Governors  proclamation  as  is  alleged  by  Mrs.  Woodward, 
were  bound  to  her  by  the  Orphans'  Court  of  said  county  until 
their  majority  and  by  her  have  been  put  out  to  service  beyond 
the  control  of  either  of  my  husband  olr  myself.  Your  peti- 
tioner would  further  represent,  that  my  husband  now  tem- 
porally absent  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  this  State  and  who 
would  unite  in  this  petition,  is  a  sober  and  industrious  man, 
a  good  husband  and  kind  father  and  is  fully  competent  to 
take  charge  of  his  children.  Your  petitioner  would  further 
represent  that  for  the  last  eleven  years  she  has  lived  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Lewis  Merry  man,  residing  near  Towsontown, 
Baltimore  county,  who  will  testify  if  necessary  to  my  ability 
properly  to  discharge  the  duties  growing  out  of  the  maternal 
relation. 
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Desiring  to  possess  my  children  which  1  believe  are  unlaw- 
fully withheld  from  me  and  having  no  means  by  which  to 
test  in  the  courts  my  legal  claim,  would,  most  respectfully 
petition  the  interposition  of  the  military  authority  of  this 
district,  as  promised  in  the  order  from  Head.  Quarters  dated 
November,  1864. 

Your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &6. 

her 
ELIZABETH  M   KENNaRD. 
mark 
Witness  present: 
0.  P.  Merryman. 

The  certificates  of  the  undersigned,  residents  of  the  neigh- 
borhood is  affixed  in  testimony  of  the  facts  herein  set  forth. 

Oliver  P.  Merryman,  [Seal.] 
Samuel  J.  Buckman,  [Seal.] 
John  J.  Anderson,         [Seal.] 

Endorsed — "States  that  three  of  her  children  were  bound 
to  Mrs.  Woodward  by  the  Orphans'  Court  of  Anne  Arundel 
county,  without  her  consent  and  requests  to  have  them  re- 
turned. 


Baltimore,  N  v.  29th,  1864. 
Major  Gen.  Wallace  : 

Dear  Sir : — This  woman  Milley  Henson,  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, says  she  called  upon  you  this  morning  in  reference  to 
her  two  children,  named  Charles  Henson,  aged  12  years,  and 
Israel  Henson,  aged  7  years,  both  of  whom  she  represents  have 
been  taken  against  their  will  and  the  will  of  their  parents, 
and  have  bound  them  to  Col.  Somerfield  Berry.  She  says 
she  is  able  to  care  for  and  wants  to  educate  her  children. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.   CREAGER, 

588  West  Baltimore  St. 

Agent  U.  S.  S.  Commission. 

Endorsed — "States  that   Milley  Henson  says  she  called  on 
the  Major  General  in  reference  to  her  children,  and  represents 
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that  they  were  taken  against  her  will  and  bound  to  Col. 
Somcrfield  Berry,  and  that  she  is  able  to  take  care  of  tkcin, 
and  give  thcin  education." 

Baltimore,  Dec.  loth,  1804. 
Sir : — This  is  to  inform  yon  that  I  hired  with  Mr.  Levi  Buf- 
fington, living  at  the  Three  Mile  House,  on  the  Hookstown 
road.  After  being  there  one  year  I  brought  my  daughter  to 
live  with  me.  After  she  had  been  there  three  or  four  weeks, 
he  then  had  her  bound  to  him  without  my  consent.  The 
time  being  out  last  October,  she  left  and  came  to  me,  and  he 
came  and  took  her  away  by  two  police.  He  talks  of  remov- 
ing, and  I  am  afraid  he  will  take  her  with  him.  You  will 
please  attend  to  it  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  you  will  much  ob- 
lige your  humble  servant.     Very  respectfully, 

LUCY  LEE. 

Her  name  is  Mary  Lee. 

Endorsed — ''States  that  her  daughter,  Mary  Lee,  having 
served  the  term  for  which  she  was  bound,  and  returned  to  her 
mother,  was  taken  away  forcibly  to  the  house  of  her  former 
master.     Asks  to  have  her  restored." 


Baltimore,  January  10th,  1865. 

Lt.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

In  charge  of  Freedman's  Bureau  : 

Sir  : — 1  have  a  daughter  now  over  eighteen  )rears  old,  who 
was  bound  some  years  ago  against  my  will,  and  without  my 
knowledge  to  Mr.  Buffington,  on  the  Hookstown  road,  near 
Baltimore.  After  my  daughter  reached  her  majority,  she  re- 
turned to  me,  and  was  taken  away  by  force  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Buffington,  since  which  time  I've  not  been  able  to  see 
her. 

1  wrote  you  a  letter  some  time  ago,  and  having  received  no 
answer,  I  thought  I  would  write  again.  It  is  hard  that  I 
should  be  deprived  of  ray  daughter's  aid  now  in  my  old  days, 
and  that  she  should  be  kept  a  prisoner  here  in  a  free  land. 
We  were  delighted  when  we  heard  that  the  Constitution  set 
us  all  free,  but  God  help  us,  our  condition  is  bettered  but  lit- 
tle;  free  ourselves,  but  deprived  of  our  children,  almost  the 
only  thing  that  would  make  us  feel  free  and  happy.     It  was 
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on  their  account  we  desired  to  be  free,  for  the  few  years  we 
have  to  live,  what  need  we  care.  No  good,  sir,  its  for  our 
children.  The  old  bones  will  sleep  as  sound  in  a  slave  as  in 
a  free  grave.  Give  us  our  children,  and  don't  let  them  be 
raised  in  the  ignorance  we  have  ;  help  us,  and  God  will  help 
you  at  the  last  day.  The  last  day  will  bring  a  fearful  reckon- 
ing for  our  old  masters,  and  as  he  punishes  them  he  will  re- 
ward you. 

Very  respectfully, 

her 
LUCY  M   LEE, 
mark. 

Per  WM.   H.   LEVERING,  Colored. 

Formerly  a  slave  to  Mr.  Wm.  Eutchins, 

Calvert  county,  Md. 

No.  9,  Law  Buildings, 

1lM  January,  1865. 
Col.  W.  E.  W.  Ross : 

Dear  Sir: — This  woman  should  apply  to  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  Batimore  county,  and  learn  from  the  indenture  of 
the  apprenticeship,  which  is  there  recorded,  whether  the  time 
has  yet  arrived  at  which  her  daughter  was  to  be  free.  If  it 
has  not,  nothing  can  be  done.  If  it  has,  she  can  be  released 
by  civil  authority  without  difficulty.  I  greatly  fear,  from 
the  statement,  that  her  time  of  apprenticeship  is  not  yet  out. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

H.   STOCKBRIDGE. 

Endorsea — "States  that  her  daughter,  18  years  old,  is  now 
kept  in  servitude  by  one  Mr.  BufBngton,  Baltimore  county." 


Baltimore,  Dec.  21st,   1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

In  charge  Freed  man's  Bureau. 

Middle  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps. 

Sir : — I  have  a  son  named  Alexander  Tripp,  aged  (9)  nine 
years,  formerly  owned  by  Charles  Martin,  of  Easton,  Talbot 
county,  Maryland,  whose  brother,  Trust  Martin,  of  this  city, 


70 

informed  me  that  my  son  had  been  bound  to  his  brother 
Oharles,  by  the  Orphans'  Court  of- Easton.  Some  time  last 
January,  Charles  Martin  gave  this  boy  to  Trust  Martin  as  a 
waiter  in  his  house,  where  he  lived  until  yesterday,  the  20th 
inst.  When  I  went  to  the  house  of  Trust  Martin,  and  told 
my  son  that  wanted  to  take  him  home  with  me  to  Cambridge, 
Maryland.  Trust  Martin  being  informed  that  I  intended 
starting  far  borne  this  morning,  he  procured  the  services  of  a 
policeman  named  North,  to  wait  at  the  boat  until  I  came, 
when  he  was  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  the  policeman  North, 
and  carried  back  to  the  house  of  Trust  Martin  in  this  city, 
all  of  which  I  am  opposed  to.  I  wishing  to  secure  my  boy, 
did  not  go  to  the  boat.  Can  any  means  be  resorted  to  by 
which  I  can  keep  him  in  my  possession.  I,  with  the  help  of 
my  husband,  am  able  to  support  him. 

Very  respectfully, 

her 
ANN  MARIA  M   TRIPP, 
mark. 
Witness — R.  C.  Cushing. 

Endorsed — "States  that  she  has  just  obtained  possession  of 
her  son,  and  that  his  former  master  threatens,  and  has  taken 
measures  to  force  the  boy  from  her.  Requests  an  order  plac- 
ing the  boy  under  her  protection  until  further  orders." 


Church  Creek,  Dorchester  County,  Md., 

December  "l\st,  1864. 

Lt.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

In  charge  of  Freedman's  Bureau, 

No.  34  North  street,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Sir: — I  respectfully  desire  your  assistance  in  restoring  to 
his  mother,  William  H.  Dixon,  now  or  lately  retained  against 
his  mother's  wish  in  your  city  by  Mr.  James  Woodside,  in 
Sharp  street,  near  Conway.  Some  facts  in  the  case  are  these 
viz:  Mary  Dixon,  the  mother  of  the  above  named  William 
H.  Dixon,  was  the  slave  of  Mr.  James  Woodside's  wife,  and 
married  a  free  man  named  Daniel  Dixon,  (who  is  now  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Union  army,)  by  whom  she  has  several  children, 
of  whom  William  H.  Dixon  is  one.     Mary  Dixon  tells  me 
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that  a  short  time  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State,  Mr.  James  Woodside  removed  the  foremen- 
tioned  William  H.  Dixon  to  your  city,  that  she  went  to  your 
city  after  the  present  Constitution  went  into  effect  to  bring 
him  home  but  Mr.  James  Woodside  refused  to  let,  him  go, 
and  that  she  had  sent  a  colored  man  to  Mr.  James  Woodside's 
previous  to  her  going  for  him  and  he  was  refused  also.  She 
further  tells  me  that  she  needs  her  son's  services  and  thinks 
she  can  take  care  of  him 

As  to  the  woman's  character  I  think  it  is  unexceptionable. 
She  is  industrious,  honest  and  chaste. 
Very  truly, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T%  OREM. 

Endorsed — "Requests  to  have  William  H.  Dixon  restored 
to  his  mother,  he  being  illegally  held  to  bondage  by  one 
James  Woodside,  of  Baltimore  city." 


January  4th,  1865. 
Colonel  Ross: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  now  in  possession  three  negro  children 
whose  respective  ages  are  4,  8  and  10  years,  who  are  without 
a  mother  she  being  dead,  or  father,  these  children  having  no 
relatives  nearer  to  my  knowledge  than  a  grand-mother,  who 
is  about  50  or  55  years  of  age  and  to  whom  I  gave  one  little 
girl  before  these  difficulties  took  place,  and  being  convinced 
that  she  is  incapable  of  taking  care  of  them  and  as  they  are 
in  my  family  and  have  been  cared  for,  I  still  feel  willing  to 
take  care  of  or  provide  for  them,  and  moreover  that  I  am  willing 
to  give  them  up,  and  I  further  state  that  nothing  but  an  anx- 
ious solicitude  for  their  welfare  induces  me  thus  to  act. 
Very  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  OSBORN, 

Johnson's  Si  ore  P.  0. 

Endorsed — "Statement  regarding  the  holding  of  three  chil- 
dren without  parents." 
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Baltimore,  December  13th,  1864. 

Sir: — I  have  a  grand-son  and  grand-daughter,  aged  respec- 
tively 14  and  10  years,  formerly  owned  by  William  Jessop, 
near  Cockeysville,  Baltimore  county,  Md.,  the  boy  left  the 
house  of  William  Jessop  on  or  about  the  2nd  day  of  "Novem- 
ber, and  the  girl  about  the  same  time,  the  boy  went  to  the 
house  of  his  aunt  who  lives  with  Levering  Sparks,  near  the 
place  of  William  Jessop.  William  Jessop  sent  Matthew 
Johnson  after  the  boy  and  brought  him  home  the  next  day, 
the  girl  was  at  the  house  of  William  Jessop  on  last  Friday, 
she  also  was  brought  back  but  by  whom  I  do  not  know,  the 
boy  was  not  willing  to  be  brought  back  to  William  Jessop. 
I  went  to  the  house  of  William  Jessop  and  there  saw  his  wife 
who  asked  me  if  I  had  come  after  the  children,  I  answered 
yes,  she  said'I  could  have  the  mother  of  the  children  but  not 
the  children,  as  they  were  bound.  I  wish  to  have  these  chil- 
dren under  my  charge  and  not  in  the  possession  of  William 
Jessop.  Can  any  means  be  resorted  to  by  which  this  can  be 
obtained. 

Very  respectfully, 

her 
SUSAN  X|   THOMAS, 
mark. 
Witness, 

E.  C.  Cushing. 

Endorsed — "Requests  to  have  her  two  grand-children  re- 
stored to  ber,  they  being  illegally  held  by  one  Wm.  Jessop^"* 


To  Lt.  Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

Eighth  Army  Corps  Head  Quarters, 
Middle  Department. 
Deposition  of  Fanny  Thompson,  colored,  the  former  slave 
of  Richard  Smith,  of  Chestertown,  Talbot  county,  State  of 
Maryland,  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  she  was  called  upon  by  the  said  Smith 
concerning  the  binding  of  her  children  to  him,  but  refused  so 
to  bind  them  to  him,  and  he  replied  that  he  would  have  it 
done  whether  she  consented  or  not  and  that  she  could  not  help 
it,  and  any  paper  that  she  has  signed  has  been  done  by  threats 
used  towards  her  and  against  her  will  and  consent,  and  that 
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she  and  her  four  children  have  been  held  in  slavery  by  him 
until  the  5th  of  December,  l8f>4,  against  her  will  and  without 
compensation,  and  would  not  have  been  released  then  but  the 
mother  came  down  from  Baltimore  and  threatened  him  with 
the  law,  and  abusing  the  Government  and  the  President,  he 
still  refused,  and  they  left  of  their  own  accord  and  that  he  still 
retains  her  children  in  slavery  against  her  will. 

her 
FANNY  X   THOMPSON. 
Witness,  mark. 

F.  T.  McKinley. 

State  of  Maryland,  City  of  Baltimore,  to  wit: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  the  sixth  day  of  December, 
18(54,  personally  appeared  Fanny  Thompson,  and  made  oath 
that  the  matter  and  facts  in  the  annexed  certificate  is  correct 
and  true. 

F.  T.  McKINLEY, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Endosed — "Deposition  in  regard  to  Richard  Smith,  of 
Chestertown,  holding  her  children  in  slavery." 


Locus  Grove,  Kent  County,  Md. 

January  4th ,  1865. 

Capt.  Andrew  Stafford, 

My  Dear  Sir : — Some  time  last  November,  Mr.  George 
Spencer  took  my  two  boys,  one  aged  nine  years,  and  one  aged 
seven  years,  and  had  them  bound  to  him  without  my  consent. 
I  went  to  the  Orphans'  Court  to  stop  it,  but  it  made  no  dif- 
ference. My  wife  used  to  belong  to  Mr.  Spencer,  and  I  want 
my  children  back,  please  intercede  for  me  so  I  can  get  them. 
I  did  not  know  who  to  apply  to.  I  can  bring  proof  that  I 
am  able  to  support  them.  I  can  hire  them  out,  one  I  can 
get  twenty  dollars  for, and  the  other  I  can  get  his  victuals  and 
clothes  this  year.  Please  attend  to  it  for  me  and  oblige  a 
poor  colored  man. 

Your  humble  servant, 

PERRY  RILEY. 
P.  S. — Please  send  your  letter  to  Mr.  Thos.  J.  Shallcross. 
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Endorsed-^"R,equest  to  have  his  two  boys  restored  to  him, 
now  held  by  Mr.  George  Spencer,  Kent  county,  Maryland." 


This  girl,  Henrietta  Banks,  belongs  to  Mr.  William  Mar- 
tin, of  Baltimore. 

This  girl  has  been  living  with  Wilson  in  her  slave  days, 
and  they  have  got  her  so  that  she  don't  want  to  leave  them, 
but  I  want  to  take  her  from  them  as  they  are  not  giving  her 
any  wages,  and  holding  her  in  slavery.  I  think  I  ought  to 
take  care  of  her  as  I  am  her  father.  I  went  to  Mr.  Wilson's 
for  her  and  he  drove  me  from  his  house,  and  said  I  should 
not  have  her  without  authority. 


Her  father, 


SOLOMAN  BANKS. 


She  is  not  bright  and  has  not  sense  enough  to  take  care 
of  herself. 

Endorsed — "Bequests  that  his  daughter,  Henrietta,  be  re- 
turned to  him,  now  held  by  Mr.  Wilson,  corner  Pratt  and 
Washington  streets." 


Prince  Frederick,  December  6th,  1864. 

Dinah  Beid. 

Dear  Mother : — In  reply  to  yours,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
inform  you  that  I  am  well,  and  so  is  the  child  and  Preatalso. 
You  say  in  your  letter  that  you  want  to  know  who  my  chil- 
dren are  bound  to,  and  the  names  of  the  three  children,  and 
the  Provost  Marshal's  name.  George  Chambers  is  the  man 
to  whom  my  children  are  bound.  Their  names  are  George 
William  Washington  Beid,  Georgina  V.  Beid,  Mary  E. 
Hambliton  Beid.  The  Provost  Marshal's  name  is  Jesse  J. 
Dalrymple.  These  children  was  bound  out  in  my  absence 
and  contrary  to  my  wishes,  therefore  I  don't  think  there 
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ought  to  be  any  delay  or  difficulty  about  my  getting  them 
unbound.  You  had  better  carry  this  letter  to  the  authority 
from  which  I  am  to  have  my  instructions  how  to  get  them. 
Please  dispatch  the  business  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  want  to 
come  to  Baltimore  before  Christmas  if  I  can.  It  would  be 
well  to  state  also,  that  Chambers  refused  to  obey  the  order  of 
the  Provost  Marshal,  when  he  gave  an  order  for  their  release. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  liberates  all 
that  was  bound  contrary  to  the  consent  of  their  parent  or 
parents,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  can  be  fouod  in  the  24th  Article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
which  says,  "that  hereafter  in  this  State  there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  except  in  punishment  for 
crimes  whereof  the  person  shall  have  been  duly  convicted, 
and  all  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  are  hereby  declared 
free,"  therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  liberated  because 
it  is  involuntary  servitude. 

Your  compliance  with  the  foregoing  will  oblige  your  devoted 
daughter. 

MARY  DARE. 

Answer  this  as  soon  as  possible. 

P.  S. — I  think  it  be  well  for  the  poor  colored  people  of  this 
county,  if  General  Wallace  could  know  that  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  this  county  is  in  session  daily  for  the  purpose  of  bind- 
ing colored  children,  and  I  have  been  told  by  good  authority, 
that  the  persons  who  want  children  bound  to  them,  tell  the 
parents  of  children  that  the  laws  compels  them  to  be  bound 
out,  and  they  know  no  better,  and  so  they  tell  them  they 
must  be  bound,  and  there  is  not  one  that  I  have  heard  of  yet 
giving  their  consent  to  it;  that  is  the  way  they  cheat  the  poor 
parents  out  of  their  children  when  they  are  entitled  to  their 
labor  themselves.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  stop  put  to 
it.     Attend  to  this  business  as  soon  as  possible.  M.  D. 

Col.  W.  B.  W.  Ross,  34  South  street. 

Baltimore,  December  26th}  1864. 
Col.  Ross  : 

Bear  Sir: — Whereas,  the  children  of  Israel  Dare  and  Mary 
his  wife,  (G.  W.  Dare,  M,  E.  Dare,  Georgina  Dare,  minors,) 
has  been  bound  out  to  service  without  my  consent  or  wife's 
knowledge  to  a  certain  Mr.  George  Chambers.  I  most  re- 
spectfully solict  your  interference,  so  as  my  children  can  be 
reduced  from  servitude. 

I  am  perfectly  acquainted  with  Israel  Dare,  colored,  and  am 
fully  convinced  the  above  statement  is  correct. 
Yours  very  respectfully, 

JAS.  L.  TONGUE, 
10 
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Who  lias   been  in  the   Government  employ  for  two  years, 
Engr.  Ct.  Kent.   Com.  Dept. 

Endorsed — "Bequests  that  the  children  of  "Israel  Dare  be  re- 
turned to  him,  (Dare.)" 


New  Town,  Md.,  December  21th,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen'l  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Bear  Sir: — As  I  have  not  heard  from  you  for  some  time  I 
thought  I  would  drop  you  a  few  lines,  I  received  your  des- 
patch from  Baltimore  last  Saturday  week,  inquiring  the  num- 
ber of  coloured  people  I  had  on  hand  to  provide  for  and  if 
they  could  have  rations  dealt  out  to  them  without  extra  ex- 
pense to  the  Government,  I  despatched  immediately  to  you 
that  I  had  three  old  persons,  six  boys  and  two  girls,  and  that 
rations  could  be  dealt  out  to  them  without  extra  expense  to 
the  Government.  If  directed  to  me  since  then  I  have  heard 
nothing  more,  I  would  state  that  if  the  Government  will  sup- 
ply the  above  persons  there  are  others  that  are  equally  deserv- 
ing, who  make  application  to  me  for  assistance,  but  I  have  to 
turn  them  off,  I  have  a  few  names  before  me  that  I  have  re- 
tained of  this  character,  Jennie  Powell  with  one  girl  child, 
Mary  Wilson  with  four  children,  Abby  Ann  Harris  with  two 
children  and  no  home  to  go  to,  her  husband  Alfred  Harris 
was  killed  before  Petersburg  fighting  for  our  country. 

I  wish  to  present  an  other  subject  to  you  for  your  consider- 
ation, it  is  the  fact  that  your  order  here  in  reference  to  ap- 
prentices is  not  obeyed,  there  was  a  colored  woman  to  see  me 
to  day  by  the  name  of  Demmariah  Marshall,  formerly  a  slave 
of  Solomon  Marshall,  whose  daughter  was  at  the  time  you 
were  here  living  with  Wm.  I.  Aydelotte  in  this  vicinity. 
Aydelotte  is  a  son-in-law  to  Solomon  Marshall,  he  gave  up 
the  girl  to  her  mother  according  to  your  order  and  the  Mother 
secured  a  home  near  Horn  town  for  her  daughter;  a  few  days 
ago  Wm.  I.  Aydelotte  went  and  took  this  girl  without  the 
knowledge  of  her  mother  and  carried  her  to  his  own  house, 
she  is  now  in  his.  possession,  the  mother  went  to  see  him  this 
day  to  get  her  daughter  and  he  refuses  to  give  her  up,  he  says 
he  has  got  her  and  intends  to  hold  on  to  her,  and  has  threa- 
tened the  mother  with  violence  if  she  comes  on  his  premises; 
the  girl  is  eleven  or  twelve  years  old;  Irving  W.  Merrill 
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clerk  in  the  Register's  office  told  me  this  day  that  your  order 
was  not  obeyed,  that  masters  who  had  coloured  children 
bound  to  them  and  those  who  had  not  got  them  bound,  both 
a  like  held  on  to  the  children  in  many  instances,  and  would 
not  give  them  up  to  their  parents;  now  Sir,  if  these  things  are 
so,  what  is  to  be  done;  is  slavery  still  to  predominate,  and  the 
poor  that  cannot  help  hemselves  to  be  crushed  under  the 
Iron  tread  of  slave  holders.  All  that  these  poor  creatures  or 
the  few  friends  they  have,  can  do,  is  to  tell  you  or  other 
.  military  authorities  of  these  acts;  when  will  such  acts  of  out- 
rage meet  with  that  punishment  which  they. deserve. 

With  much  respect, 

I  am  truly  yours, 

JAMES  MURRAY, 
Post  Blaster,  Neio  Town,  Md. 

i  F'  ? ~ Another  name  I  nad  liked  to  have  forgotten,  an 
old  coloured  man  who  lives  in  District  No.  2,  without  any 
assistance.  J   M 

P.  S. — Since  I  closed   the  above  communication  to  you 
another  application  has  been  made  to  me  bv  Susan  Porter   a 
colored  woman  belonging  to  Whittington'Polk,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Somerset  county  for  her  children,  poor  crea- 
tures they  have  no  one  to  go  to  and  they  come  to  me,  as  if  I 
was  in  your  place.     This  man  Polk  has  three  of  her  children 
and  he  will  not  give  them  up  to  her;  she  called  on  him  last 
night  for  them  and  he  told  her,  he  would  not  give  them  up 
to  her;  she  has  got  homes  for  them  of  her  own  choice,  and  if 
he  would  give  them  up  to  her  she  could  realize  something  for 
their  hire  to  help  her  raise  her  younger  children  on,  for  she 
has  six  children  to  work  for,  and  her  husband  John  Porter  is 
in  the  Army  fighting  for  the  liberties  of  this  fiend  in  human 
shape;  will  not  the  military  deliver  these  little  ones,  whom 
civil  law  refuses  to  protect,     Please  let  me  hear  from  you  for 
their  sakes. 

As  ever  yours, 

JAMES  MURRAY. 

Endorsed—  "Statements  in  relation  to  the  binding  out  of 
free  colored  children  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland." 
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Near  Trappe,  December  22nd,  1864. 

Gen.  Wallace, 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  four  children ,  the  oldest  of  which  is 
eleven  years  old  and  were  slaves  of  John  Baggs,  living  near 
Trappe,  Talbot  county  Maryland.  He  has  held  my  children 
as  slaves  ever  since  the  first  of  November  last,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  them  bound  to  him;  I  can  by  their  assistance  main- 
tain them. 

Will  you  please  order  him  to  let  me  have  them. 

Respectfully  yours, 

EMELINE  WOOLFORD,  Col. 

Near  Trappe,  Talbot,  Maryland. 

Endorsed — "Has  four  children  held  as  slaves  by  John 
Baggs  near  Trappe,  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  and  desires 
their  release." 


Baltimore,  December  21st,  1864. 
Ma j.  Gen.  Wallace, 

Sir,. — The  parent  of  the  child  has  an  order  giving  her  charge 
of  him  until  further  orders,  but  if  you  think  advisable,  I  will 
get  possession  of  the  order  and  parties  as  they  go  aboard  the 
boat  on  Saturday  morning. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  E.  W.  ROSS, 

Lt.  Col..  &c. 


Endorsed — "States  that  the  parent  of  the  child  has  an  order 
giving  her  charge  of  him  until  further  orders.  If  deemed 
advisable  will  get  possession  of  order  and  parties  as  they  go 
on  board  the  boat." 
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Baltimore,  November  10th,  1864. 
To  Col.  Ross, 

In  charge  of  Freedmen's  Bureau  : 

Respected  Sir : — Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  I  am 
enabled  to  make  the  following  statement,  asking  your  advice 
and  if  need  be  your  assistance  :  Last  April  my  child  was 
taken  from  me  and  sold  to  Mr.  Oliver  McG-ill,  living  about 
thirteen  miles  on  the  Washington  road,  a  short  distance  from 
General  Tyler's  headquarters,  Relay  House.  Being  extreme- 
ly anxious  to  see  my  child,  I  engaged  with  Mr.  James  Smith, 
livery  stable  keeper,  on  Eutaw  Place  corner  of  Dolphin 
street,  to  convey  me  to  the  above  farm  for  the  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars. I  had  not  been  on  the  above  place  five  minutes,  not 
even  seeing  my  child,  when  I  was  ordered  off  with  a  threat 
that  if  ever  I  set  my  foot  on  his  place  again  he  would  shoot 
me,  and  he  also  threatened  Mr.  Smith,  who  atthe  time  took 
note  in  his  memorandum  book,  with  date  and  words  made 
use  of,  stat'ng  to  Mr.  McGill  that  at  some  future  time  he 
might  make  use  of  it.  As  the  State  of  Maryland  has  de- 
clared her  to  be  free,  and  I  her  natural  guardian,  feel  desir- 
ous to  have  possession  of  her,  but  from  the  above  threats  am 
fearful  of  making  the  attempt  to  regain  her,  and  would  if 
consistent  with  your  duties,  ask  your  interposition  and  ad- 
vice so  that  I  may  once  more  obtain  my  child,  which  1 
have  been  told  has  been  very  badly  used  since  she  left  me. 
At  that  time  she  had  good  under  and  outside  clothing,  but 
since  as  I  been  informed,  has  become  naked  and  shoeless,  and 
thereby  causes  me  many  sleepless  hours  and  uneasiness  of 
mind.  I  have  been  offered  $4  a  month  and  by  another  $5 
to  nurse  children,  which  offer  was  about  the  time  the  State 
emancipated  her.  If  you  should  render  the  assistance  as 
prayed  for,  I  shall  be  under  many  obligations  and  will  ever 
hold  you  in  remembrance. 

Respected  Sir, 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 
Signed  for— LAVINIA  BROOKS. 

Living  at  present  with  Dr.  Dunbar,  No.  151  Lombard  St., 
near  Hanover  Street. 

The  girl's  name  is  Susanna  Brooks,  about  10  years  of  age. 

Endorsed — "Request  to  have  her  child  returned  to  her." 
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Baltimore,  1st  Montli,  lith,  1864 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Boss, 

Chief  of  Freedmen's  Bureau. 

Respected  Friend : — We  would  respectfully  call  thy  atten- 
tion to  the  following  facts  consequent  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  new  constitution  of  Maryland  : 

Thousands  of  women  and  children  (many  of  the  women 
who  are  soldiers  wives)  have  been  thrown  out  of  homes  and 
are  now  very  destitute.  Our  association  for  the  aid  of  freed- 
men,  have  labored  zealously  in  behalf  of  these  people,  but 
owing  to  the  strain  likely  to  be  on  our  resources,  and  the 
limited  space  from  which  we  are  compelled  to  draw  our  sup- 
plies, we  find  more  suffering  than  we  are  able  to  alleviate. 
We  learn  that  it  has  been  the  custom  for  General  officers  to 
issue  rations  to  refugees,  and  we  would  respectfully  request 
the  Commanding  General,  through  thee,  to  grant  us  some 
temporary  aid  in  the  way  of  provisions. 

We  would  not  ask  this  aid  did  we  not  really  need  it,  and 
as  it  is  only  temporary  we  trust  our  request  will  be  granted. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  managers  of  the  Friends  Association 
in  aid  of  Freedmen. 

JAMES  BAYNE8, 
F.  S.  CORKRAN, 
EEBECCA  TURNER, 
E.  ELLEN  RILEY. 

Endorsed — "Requests  temporary  relief  in  the  way  of  ra- 
tions for  Freedmen." 


Johnson's  Store,  January  2Uli,  1865. 

Dear  Sir : — I  am  directed  to  appeal  to  you  to  get  redress  in 
a  matter  between  Mr.  James  S.  Wilson  and  myself,  in  which 
case  he  holds  two  of  my  children  as  slaves,  having  had  them 
bound  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution.  I,  at  one 
time,  some  four  years  ago,  lived  with  Mr.  Wilson  myself,  and 
after  I  left  him,  he  would  not  allow  me  to  come  on  his  place, 
and  I  have  not  seen  my  children  for  two  years.  I  got  Mr. 
Webster  to  write  to  him  for  permission  to  come  after  my 
children,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  enclose 
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you  a  copy  of  reply  that  I  received  from  Mr.  Wilson.  I  am 
now  living  with  Mr.  Webster,  and  received  for  my  last  year's 
services  $25  per  month,  so  that  I  am  well  prepared  to  take 
care  of  my  children,  still  being  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster. Hoping  that  you  may  find  it  entirely  in  your  power  to 
restore  to  me  my  children,  I  submit  this  case. 
Very  respectfully, 
WILLIAM  H.  BKOWN,  (col.,) 

Johnson's  Store,  A.  A.  county,  Md. 

Strawberry  Plains,  Jan.  Itith,  1865. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Webster  : 

Dear  Sir : — Yours  of  the  31st  was  received  on  day  before 
yesterday.  In  order  to  prevent  any  further  trouble  to  you,  I 
write  this,  to  inform  you  that  those  children  you  speak  about, 
has  bin  bound  as  aprentices  by  the  Orphan's  Court,  and 
advice  by  the  States  Atorney  Genral. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  S.  WILSON. 

Endorsed — "States  that  Mr.  Wilson  holds  two  of  his  chil- 
dren, and  will  not  allow  him  to  see  them,  and  on  making  a 
request  for  them,  he  sent  the  enclosed  answer.  Bequests 
that  they  be  restored  to  him  if  possible." 


Simps onville,  Howard  county,  Md., 

Dec.  12th,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  W.  Eoss, 

31st  Regt.,  U.  S.  C.  T., 

In  charge  Freedman's  Bureau  : 
Sir : — I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  that  a  detec- 
tive by  the  name  of  Marsh,  came  to  my  residence  on  the  lltli 
inst.  and  took  out  of  my  possession  one  negro  boy,  named 
John,  and  carried  the  said  negro  boy  to  Michael  G-.  Dorsey, 
without  my  consent.  This  boy  was  given  to  me  to  take  care 
of  by  his  mother,  who  lives  with  Michael  Gr.  Dorsey,  and 
who  was  formerly  a  slave  of  my  family.  The  boy  is  about 
(6)  six  years  of  age.  I  also  state,  that  I  have  at  my  own  ex- 
pense clothed  this  boy  for  the  Winter.  Michael  Gr.  Dorsey 
has  tried  to  force  the  mother  of  the  boy  to  give  her  consent 
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to  have  the  boy  hound  to  him  by  the  Orphan's  Court,  which 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Michael  G.  Dorsey  I  wished  to 
have  stopped.  The  mother  of  this  boy  told  me  that  she  is 
opposed  to  having  him  hound. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NAPOLEON  DOKSEY. 

Endorsed — "States  that  a  detective  came  to  his  house  and 
took  possession  of  one  negro  boy  John,  with  the  intention  of 
binding  him  to  one  Michael  G.  Dorsey,  which  proceeding  he 
desires  to  have  stopped." 


Ellicott's  Mills,  Dec.  16$,  1864. 

Brig.  General  Tyler  : 

Dear  Sir: — On  arriving  at  Ellicott's  Mills,  I  have  ascer- 
tained from  the  constable  that  a  writ  of  replevin  has  been 
issued  by  the  magistrate  of  this  district,  on  a  suit  against  me 
by  Napoleon  Dorsey,  to  recover  the  colored  child  in  my 
possession.  This  writ  claiming  the  child,  values  the  child  at 
$10,  for  which  Mr.  Dorsey  has  given  the  usual  bond.  I  hope 
that  you  wilf  advise  me  as  to  what  measures  I  must  take  in 
these  premises. 

Yours  respectfully, 

MICHAEL  G.  DOKSEY. 

Endorsed — "States  that  a  writ  of  replevin  has  been  issued 
on  a  suit  against  him  by  Napoleon  Dorsey,  to  recover  a  color- 
ed child." 


Kelay  House,  December  16$.  1864. 
Gen.  E.  B.  Tyler, 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to 
Napoleon  Dorsey,  who  is  a  noted  rebel  and  very  active  in  defiance 
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of  military  or  civil  laws,  be  had  a  boy  named  Jobn  who  was 
a  slave  until  the  new  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
set  him  free,  he  then  refused  to  give  the  boy  to  his  mother 
from  her  request,  (the  mother  of  the  boy.)  I  seut  two  soldiers 
of  the  1st  Delaware  Cavalry  to  proceed  to  the  house  of  Napoleon 
Dorsey  and  request  of  him  to  send  by  them  the  boy  John, 
which  the  mother  of  Mr.  N.  Dorsey  complied  with. 
I  am  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  MARSH, 

U.  8.  Special  Agent. 

Endorsed — "Statement  of  C.  H.  Marsh,  U.  S.  Special  De- 
tective in  relation  to  the  negro  woman  Caroline  and  boy 
John." 

Head  Quarters,  1st  Separate  Brigade,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Eelay  House,  Md.,  December  16th,  1864. 

Statement  of  Michael  G-.  Dorsey,  of  Howard  county,  Md.,  in 
relation  to  the  negro  woman  Caroline  and  her  boy  John: 

The  negro  woman  and  child  belong  to  Mrs.  Mary  Porter, 
of  Virginia,  but  remained  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Napoleon  Dor- 
sey, of  Howard  county,  Md.,  who  was  acting  as  Mrs.  Porter's 
agent  she  living  at  the  time  within  the  rebel  lines. 

I,  Michael  G.  Dorsev  hired  the  negro  woman  Caroline,  of 
Napoleon  Dorsey,  he  acting  as  Mrs.  Porter's  agent.  The  ne- 
gro woman  Caroline  went  to  the  house  of  Napoleon  Dorsey 
on  the  8th  of  November,  1864,  and  took  her  son  John  who 
was  made  free  by  the  new  Constitution  of  Maryland,  and  took 
him  to  my  house  where  she  was  living;  the  next  morning 
Napoleon  Dorsey  came  to  my  house  and  took  the  boy  John 
away  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  mother.  The  boy  John 
remained  at  the  house  of  Napoleon  Dorsey  until  C.  H.  Marsh, 
U.  S.  Special  Detective  sent  to  the  house  and  brought  the  boy 
John  back  to  my  house  at  the  request  of  his  mother.  I  also 
state  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  acts  of  Napoleon  Dorsey  that 
would  point  him  out  as  a  rebel  sympathizer,  but  the  generaJ 
impression  among  his  neighbors  is  that  he  sympathizes  with 
the  rebels. 

MICHAEL  G-.  DORSEY. 

Witness, 

Richard  C.  Robins, 

1st  Lt.  Uth  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  A.  A.  D.  G. 

Endorsed — "Statement  of  Michael  G-.  Dorsey  in  relation  to 
the  negro  woman  Caroline  and  boy  John." 
11 


Head  Quarters,  1st  Separate  Brigade,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Relay  House,  Md.,  December  16th,  1864. 

Statement  of  the  negro  woman  Caroline  in  relation  to  her  son 

John  : 

Michael  J:  Dorsey  has  not  endeavored  to  influence  me  in 
binding  out  my  son  John  to  him,  but  I  wish  of  my  own  free 
will,  to  bind  my  son  out  to  him  it'  it  is  possible. 

I  also  state  that  I  did  not  give  my  son  John  to  the  care  of 
Napoleon  Dorsey,  hut  that  he  came  to  the  house  of  Michael  J. 
Dorsey  where  I  was  living,  and  took  the  boy  John  away  with- 
out my  consent  and  against  my  wishes,  and  that  C.  H.  Marsh 
sent  after  the  boy  at  my  request. 

her 
CAROLINE  M    GREENFIELD, 
mark. 
Witness, 

Rechard  D.  Robins, 

1st  Lt.  llth  U.  S.  Infantry  and  A.  A.  D.  G. 

Endorsed — "Statement  of  the  negro  woman  Caroline  in  re- 
lation to  her  boy  John." 


Berlin,  Worcester  County,  Md., 

December  6th,  1864. 

Major  General  Wallace, 

Baltimore,  Md  : 

At  the  instance  of  several  persons  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject, I  am  induced  to  write  a  few  lines  to  you  to  request  of  you 
some  informatioa  with  regard  to  the  intended  application  of 
the  order  lately  issued  by  you,  respecting  forced  apprentice- 
ship. Previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  aforesaid  order,  the 
Orphans'  Court  of  this  county  in  conformity  with  the  exist- 
ing laws  of  this  State,  had  bound  as  apprentices  to  different 
individuals,  negro  children  heretofore  slaves,  but  manumitted 
at  the  time  of  the  binding,  whose  parents  were  in  some  cases 
slaves  and  in  others  only  the  maternal  parent.  The  point 
with  regard  to  which  I  desire  to  inquire  is,  whether  such 
cases,  if  the  parents  did  not  consent  or  were  not  consulted 
are  regarded  by  you  as  cases  of  forced  apprenticeship,  and 
whether  it  is  meant  by  the  order  to  nullify  and  revoke  them. 
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There  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this 
section  to  violate  or  evade  orders  issued  by  the  military  au- 
thorities, but  in  order  to  be  able  to  conform  to  them,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  first  understand  what  they  mean. 
Masters  and  mistresses  <>i  apprentices  of  the  class  who  are 
now  free,  heretofore  slaves,  do  not  know  what  is  their  duty 
or  what  are  their  rights,  whether  they  should  endeavor  to 
fulfill  the  obligations  assumed  by  them  in  the  indentures  of 
apprenticeship,  and  whether  they  are  entitled  to  the  services 
of  the  apprentice  for  the  usual  term,  or  whether  the  contract 
is  nullified  and  made  void  by  the  military  order.  We  also 
desire  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  intended  in  the  future  to 
altogether  forbid  the  binding  of  the  class  of  persons  referred 
to,  or  if  any  restrictions  or  conditions  are  to  be  connected 
with  it. 

In  conclusion  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

LITTLETON  P.  FRANKLIN. 

Endorsed — "Requests  information  with  regard  to  the  order 
lately  issued,  respecting  forced  apprenticeship  of  colored 
children." 


Chestertown,  Kent  Co.,  Md. 

Dear  Sir: — At  the  request  of  the  parents  of  two  colored 
boys,  who  were  seized  previous  to  the  rebellion  under  the 
vagrant  act,  I  write  you  to  inquire  the  necessary  proceed- 
ings by  which  their  freedom  may  be  obtained.  The  circum- 
stances are  as- 1  understand  as  follow  : 

The  man,  Reese  was  in  good  circumstances,  having  at  the 
time  his  children  were  seized,  about  50  bushels  of  corn,  5 
barrels  of  poik,  5  shoats,  1  barrel  of  meal  and  1  of  flour  ;  he 
also  owned  a  small  tract  of  land  and  an  oyster  boat,  with 
necessary  accoutrements  for  oystering.  The  boys  were  fine 
and  healthy,  always  well  dressed  and  were  wanted  by  many 
of  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood,  and  being  refused  pos- 
session of  the  boys,  resorted  to  the  Vagrant  act  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  them.  The  old  man  carried  $50  in  cash  to  Ches- 
tertown and  offered  it  to  a  lawyer  to  procure  their  release, 
but  the  old  man  being  dark  complected,  was  laughed  at. 
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Tf  in  your  power  to  assist  the  old  man,  his  and  my  prayers 
will  be  forever  for  you  and  our  noble  Government. 

With  much  respect, 

I  am  yours  truly, 

JAS.  D.  CARTER. 

Chestertown,  Kent  County,  Md., 

Formerly  of  Pliila.  Pa. 

H.  Stockbridge,  Esq., 

Attorney  for  Government. 


Endorsed — "Requests  the  restoration  of  two  colored  boys 
seized  and  bound  under  the  vagrant  act." 


H.  Q.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 
Freedman's  Bureau, 
Baltimore,  Dec.  20th,  1865. 
Isaac  Wilson,  Esq., 

Baltimore  city  : 

Sir: — I  am  directed  to  notify  you  to  appear  at  this  office  on 
to-morrow,  21st  inst.,  and  show  by  what  authority  you  hold 
one  Henrietta  Banks  (formerly  a  slave  of  Mr.  Wm.  Martin,) 
to  servitude. 

By  command  of 

MAJ.  GEN.  WALLACE. 
W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

Lieut.  Col.  in  charge  Freedman's  Bureau. 

Endorsed — "Reported  as  per  order.  Girl  left  in  his  cus- 
tody ;  she  being  of  a  woman's  age,  and  deciding  that  she 
would  rather  remain  than  go  with  her  father." 
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H.  Q.  Mid.  Dept.,  8tii  Army  Corps, 

Freedman's  Bureau, 
Baltimore,  Jan.  '[Oth,  1865. 

James  Woodside,  Esq., 

Baltimore  city : 

Sir: — I  am  directed  to  notify  you  to  appear  at  this  office,, 
and  show  by  what  authority  you  hold  one  Wm.  H.  Dixon 
(formerly  a  slave  of  your  wife,)  to  servitude. 

By  command  of 

MAJ.  GEN.  WALLACE. 
W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

Lieut.  Col.  in  charge  Freedman' s  Bureau. 

Endorsed — "Reported  as  per  order.  Boy  left  in  Mr.  Wood- 
side's  custody,  he  having  stated  sufficient  reasons  for  retain- 
ing the  child." 


H.  Q.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Freedman's  Bureau, 
Baltimore,  Jan.  20th,  1865. 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Baltimore  city  : 

Sir: — I  am  directed  to  notify  you  to  appear  at  this  office, 
34  North  street,  on  Monday,  22d   inst.,  and  show  by  what 
authority  you  hold  one  Henry  Dorsey  to  servitude. 
By  command  of 

MAJ.  GEN.  WALLACE. 
W.  E.  W.  Ross, 

L:eut.  Col.  in  charge  Freedman's  Bureau. 

Endorsed — "Reported  as  per  order.  Child  remains  with 
him  ;  has  no  parents  living,  and  was  leit  to  his  care  by  its 
mother  on  her  death  bed." 


88 

H.  Q.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Freedman's  Bureau, 
Baltimore,  Jan.  14th,  1865. 
Mr.  Spilman, 

Baltimore  city  : 
Sir : — I  am  directed  to  notify  you  to  appear  at  this  office 
on  to-morrow,  15th  inst.,  and  show  by  what  authority  you 
hold  one  Cornelia  Cornish  to  servitude. 

By  command  of 

MAJ.  GEN.  WALLACE. 
W.  E.  W.  Boss, 

Lieut  Col.  in  charge  Freedman's  Bureau. 

Endorsed — ""Reported  as  per  order.     G-irl  proves  to  be  23 
years  old  ;  desires  to  remain." 


H.  Q.  Mid.  Dept.,  8th  Army  Corps, 

Freedman's  Bureau, 
Baltimore,  January  11th,  1864. 
Levi  Buffington  Esq, 

Baltimore  county  : 

Sir — I  am  directed  to  notify  you  to  appear  at  this  office 
(34  North  street,)  on  to-morrow,  12th  inst.,  and  show  by 
what  authority  you  hold  one  Mary  Lee  (col.)  to  servitude. 

You  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  rendition  of  the  party 
at  any  time  pending  the  investigation  and  until  the  matter  is 
definitely  settled. 

By  command  of 

MAJ.  GEN.  WALLACE. 
W.  E.  W.  Eoss, 

Lieut.  Col.  in  charge  Freedman's  Bureau. 

Endorsed — "Reported  as  per  order.  Girl  remains  with 
Mr.  Buffington  ;  was  bound  1860  for  a  term  of  6  years  or 
until  her  majority." 


89 

Washington,  D.  C.  January  23d,  1865. 

Major  Gen.  Lew  Wallace: 

Dear  Sir: — There  is  a  woman  named  Elizabeth  Clark,  who 
says  that  she  has  two  children  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
McGhee,  a  ship  carpenter,  who  lives  in  Warren  street  Balti- 
more. The  names  of  the  children  are  Celia,  Ann,  Hagar, 
Clark  and  George  Washington  Clark.  The  said  McGhee  is 
keeping  the  chUdren  from  their  mother  and  wants  to  get 
them  bound  to  him  which  she  does  not  wish  done,  but  wants 
the  children  to  be  delivered  to  her. 

Cannot  her  request  be  granted? 

With  much  confidence  in  your  decision  I  remain, 

Faithfully  yours, 

GEORGE  E.  H.  DAY. 

Attorney  for  National  Freedman's  Belief  Commission. 

Mr.  Wilson  will  present  this  letter  for  the  mother  of  the 
children. 

Endorsed. — "Desires  the  children  Elizabeth  Clark,  restored 
to  her." 

■ 


Templevtlle,  Md.,  Jan.  20^1865. 

Dear  Sir: — At  the  request  of  the  party  to  the  enclosed  let- 
ter, I  would  say,  that  although  I  do  not  know  the  statements 
there  made  to  be  true,  yet  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  them  as 
it  is  but  a  similar  case  to  hundreds  in  our  county. 

I  know  that  great  injustice  has  been  done  in  many  instan- 
ces and  there  should  be  a  remedy  somewhere,  but  no  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  authorities  under  whom  I  am  acting. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JAMES  R.  DILL, 

Dep.  Pro.  Marshal, 

Queen  Anne's  Co. 
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Long  Marsh  Queen  Anne's  County,  Jan  IQth,  1865. 

Gen.  Boss: 

Respected  Sir: — I  write  with,  regard  to  the  recovery  of  my 
boy  Samuel  C.  Hall,  son  of  Frederick  Hall,  now  in  the  U.  S. 
service. 

My  boy  by  the  New  Constitution  was  free  from  Samuel  S. 
Walls  on  the  first  of  November  last.  He  at  once  took  him  to 
Orphans'  Court  of  our  county  and  had  him  bound  to  him 
without  my  consent  and  against  my  will.  He  is  my  only 
child  about  thirteen  years  old.  I  am  able  to  keep  hini  and 
want  him  if  there  is  any  law  to  give  him  to  me.  I  want  you 
to  take  the  matter  in  hand  for  me  and  get  him  by  whatever 
means  you  may  see  proper.  I  think  it  hard  that  my  com- 
panion should  be  away  from  me  in  his  country  service  and  I 
at  the  same  time  deprived  of  my  only  child,  contrary  to  the 
free  laws  and  institutions  for  which  his  father  is  fighting.  I 
want  you  to  get  the  boy  in  your  own  name  as  you  proposed 
when  I  was  to  see  you. 

I  received  a  letter  from  my  husband  a  few  days  since,  in 
which  he  requests  you  to  get  the  boy  at  once  and  hand  him 
over  to  me. 

This  statement  has  been  made  to  you  some  time  since  in  a 
letter  from  a  white  man,  who  has  since  said  he  failed  to  put 
his  name  to  it,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  it.  I  hope  to 
hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  humble  servant, 

CHAKLOTTE  HALL. 

Endorsed; — "Eequest  to  have  her  son  restored  to  her." 


Baltimore,  Jan.  20th,  1865. 

Head  Quarters  Middle  Dep't  8th,  A.  C. 

Freedman's  Bureau. 

Lt.  Col.  Sam'l  B.  Lawrence,  A.  A.  G. 

Sir: — I  would  respectfully  represent  that  I  was  informed 
that  Miss  Eliza  Goodwin,  residing  between  Texas  and  Timo- 
nium,  Baltimore  county,  retained  possession  of  a  child  with- 
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out  even  having  gone  through  the  form  of  binding  and  acting 
under  verbal  instructions  of  the  commanding  general.  I 
wrote  her  an  order  to  appear  and  show  by  what  authority 
she  held  the  child,  which  order  she  burned  in  the  presence  of 
the  party  who  delivered  it,  remarking  that  she  would  not 
read  it  for  fear  it  would  poison  her,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
I  wold  respectfully  request  to  be  instructed  how  to  act. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  E.  W.  ROSS, 

Lt.  Col.  Charge  Freedman's  Bureau. 

Endorsed — " Requests  to  be  instructed  how  to  act  in  case 
an  order  requiring  a  person  to  appear  at  Freedman's  Bureau 
is  destroyed,  the  party  receiving  declining  to  read  it." 

No.  9  Law  Buildings,  Jan.  23d,  1865. 
Lt.  Col.  Sam'l  B.  Lawrence: 

Dear  Sir: — There  are  two  offences  chargeable  against  Miss 
Goodwin  in  this  paper. 

The  contempt  of  the  military  authorities  implied  in  her 
treatment  of  the  order  of  Col.  Ross  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
gross.  It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  offer  any  sugges 
tion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  with  reference  to  that. 
The  commanding  general  will  of  course  vindicate  the  dignity 
of  the  service  and  the  Government. 

The  detention  of  the  child  as  a  slave  as  set  forth  in  the  let- 
ter of  Col.  Ross,  is  a  direct  violation  of  sec.  12  of  Art.  4,  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  remedy  is  that  the  party  "shall  on 
conviction  be  find  not  less  than  $500,  nor  more  than  $5,000, 
or  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  five  years,  and  any  of  the 
Judges  of  this  State  shall  discharge  on  Habeas  Corpus  any 
person  so  detained  in  slavery." 

I  have  no  great  confidence  that  the  judge  would  be  very 
rigid  in  the  imposition  of  the  penalty,  but  any  judge  would 
promptly  discharge  the  child. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

H.  STOCKBRIDGE. 


12 
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Head  Quarters.  District  of  Eastern  Shore  oe  Md., 

Salisbury,  January  28th,  1865. 
Colonel, 

I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  of  B.  F. 
Houston,  with  the  endorsement  of  your  Head  Quarters,  dated 
Baltimore,  January  9th,  1865,  and  the  statement  of  witnesses 
taken  by  my  Aid  de  Camp,  1st  Lieut.  W.  B  Norman,  8th 
Eeg't  Md.  Vols.,  as  the  investigation  and  report  required  by 
your  directions. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  KENLY, 

Brig.  Gen.  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Lawrence, 

A.  A.  Gen' I,  8th  Army  Corps,  Baltimore. 

Endorsed — "Encloses  the  letter  of  B.  F.  Houston,  of  Ches- 
tertown,  with  investigation  and  report." 

Chestertown,  November  30th,  1864. 
[Confidential.] 

Dear  Sir: — A  statement  of  facts,  and  a  request  are  all  I 
wish  to  make.  A  request  which  I  believe  from  our  friendly 
intercourse  will  be  cheerfully  granted. 

Now  for  the  facts.  On  Wednesday  last  whilst  I  was  in  the 
county  a  negro  soldier  named  Berryman,  (a  Corporal  in  the 
7th  Md.  Reg't,)  came  to  my  house  and  carried  off  two  appren- 
tices, a  girl  aged  about  7  and  the  boy  about  5.  These  chil- 
dren we  have  had  from  their  infancy,  and  nothing  but  ill-feel- 
ings from  both  father  and  mother  ever  induced  the  removal 
of  them  from  my  house,  the  mother  formerly  belonged  to  me 
and  is  the  same  who  fired  my  house  last  spring  and  ran  off. 

The  request  I  next  come  to.  Knowing  that  Gen.  Wallace 
has  acted  in  a  similar  case  where  apprenticed  children  have 
been  carried  off  by  their  parents  from  their  masters,  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  he  will  not  refuse  me  if  the  matter  is  stated  to 
him  by  you.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  see  him  and  make 
the  explanation.  I  was  unwilling  to  take  any  steps  in  the 
matter,  (the  law  in  the  Code  is  very  plain,)  without  obtaining 
the  General's  assent,  because  the  negro  might  make  erroneous 
statements  to  him  which  may  lead  me  into  difficulties.  The 
woman  who  will  hand  you  this  has  been  in  my  family  for  six 
months  and  can  tell  you  what  treatment  the  children  received 
in  my  kitchen  and  how  they  are  now,  with  their  mother. 
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Please  ask  Gussie  if  she  has  received  a  photograph  of  her 
great  uncle,  the  copies  have  not  as  yet  come  to  hand.  If 
Houston  is  with  you  ask  him  to  see  Pollock  and  have  sent  by 
mail.  Augusta  is  also  entitled  to  one,  as  he  was  her  only 
paternal  uncle.     We  are  all  well. 

Yours,  &c, 

B.  F.  HOUSTON. 
S.  M.  Shoemaker,  Esq. 

Endorsed — "States  that  a  negro  soldier,  Corporal  Berry- 
man,  7th  Md.  Reg't  came  to  his  house  and  carried  off  two  ap- 
prentices, a  girl  aged  7  years  and  a  hoy  5  years,  and  that  he 
has  raised  them  from  infancy  and  requests  the  case  to  be  in- 
vestigated." 

Statements  taken  in  the  case  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Houston,  op 

Chestertown,  Md. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Houston,  Chestertown,  Md.,  says: 

During  my  absence  in  the  country  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1864,  the  negro  man  James  Berryman  came  to  my  house  and 
carried  off  two  children  who  were  bound  to  me  by  the  Or- 
phans' Court  of  Kent  county,  their  parents  being  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  unable  to  support  them.  The  mother 
of  the  children  was  present  at  the  time  of  their  children  being 
bound  rnd  refused  to  give  her  consent.  The  children  were 
bound  after  the  passage  of  the  new  Constitution,  the  children 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  mother  one  being  hired  to  a 
Mr.  Russell  and  the  other  being  with  her  sister.  She,  the 
mother,  being  lazy  and  unoble  to  support  them.  The  man 
when  he  took  them  away  said  he  had  received  orders  to  do  so 
by  Gen.  Birney,  but  did  not  show  any  order. 

William  Houston,  son  of  Dr.  Houston,  says :  . 

I  met  the  negro  James  Berryman,  coming  out  of  the  gate 
of  our  house  on  the  28th  of  December,  1864,  with  the  two 
children  and  followed  him  to  his  wife's  sister's  house  where  I 
left  him  supposing  that  he  was  merely  taking  them  there  to 
pay  a  visit.  I  afterwards  met  him  on  the  street  and  asked  for 
the  children  when  he  said  he  had  taken  them  by  order  of 
Gen.  Birney.  He  did  not  show  me  the  order,  I  did  not  ask 
for  it. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Vickers,  Chestertown,  says  : 

I  hire  the  mother  of  the  children  at  $5  00  per  month,  she  is 
hard  working  and  as  far  as  I  can  see  honest,  she  is  slow  but 
willing  to  work,  she  does  not  appear  to  have  any  bad  habits, 
I  do  not  know  what  she  does  with  her  money. 
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Emily  Berryman,  mother  of  the  children  says  : 

Dr.  Houston  sent  for  me  and  said  he  wanted  the  children 
bound  to  him.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  them  bound  to  any 
one  as  I  was  able  to  support  them  with  the  assistance  of  my 
father  and  sister.  I  am  now  supporting  two  of  them  in  that 
way,  one  I  have  hired  to  Mr.  Russell  for  her  victuals  and 
clothes  as  she  is  very  small.  My  husband  said  G-en.  Birney 
told  him  he  could  come  and  get  the  children.  I  give  the  two 
other  children  their  clothes  and  my  father  and  sister  feed 
them. 

WM.  D.  NORMAN, 

Lieut,  and  A.  D.  G. 

Endorsed — "Statement  in  the  case  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Houston, 
of  Chesterton  n,  Maryland." 


In  1862,  the  2nd  Friday  in  May,  myself  and  Matilda  Ed- 
wards and  Kitty  Blackson,  were  setting  down  on  the  shore  at 
Mr.  Duvall's  shucking  oysters,  and  talking  about  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, the  war  and  the  emancipation  which  was  to  take  place 
in  1864.  Mr  Duvall  rode  up  in  our  midst  and  overheard  me 
say  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  men  that  God  nad  ordained  to 
set  the  Etheopian  free.  He  then  called  me  an  abolitionist, 
and  said  I  was  a  Lincolnite,  for  this  he  had  me  cast  into  pri- 
son on  the  22nd  of  August  1862,  and  told  me  that  he  would 
avenge  me  if  it  cost  him  his  life,  this  only  being  a  charge, 
he  made  his  son  Vinton  Duvall  take  a  false  oath  that  I  was 
persuading  his  two  men  servants  Jerry  and  Pompey  away  ; 
himself  during  my  trial  at  the  court  swore  that  I  had  taken 
Dick  Brown,  William  Tucker's  man  servant,  into  the  Parole 
Camp  for  Mr.  James,  who  was  at  t  at  time  Clergyman  of  the 
camp  to  send  him  away,  this  brought  in  an  indictment  against 
me,  and  I  was  taken  out  of  prison  3d  day  ol  February,  1863, 
and  sold  at  the  Court  House  to  go  out  of  the  State  to  stay  for 
15  years.  And  he  has  taken  away  my  house  and  all  my  pro- 
perty, the  ground  which  the  house  is  built  on  he  gave  me  for 
my  lifetime,  he  has  also  taken  and  if  not  destroyed,  he  will 
not  give  up  my  free  papers,  my  bills  and  receipts,  and  the  con- 
tract of  my  house  which  he  gave  me  himself  of  his  own  hand 
writing,  signed  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  Duvall, 
and  I  was  sent  away  out  of  the  State,  under  penalty  of  going 
to  the  Penitentiary  for  life,  was  the  order  which  I  received 
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from  Mr.  Frank  Stagner,  at  that  time  jail  keeper  in  Febru- 
ary,  1863. 

AMELIA  HOWARD. 

Endorsed — "States  that  she  was  cast  into  prison  by  Mr. 
Duvall,  August  22nd,  1862,  for  stating  'that  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  the  man  that  God  ordained  to  free  theEtheopian.'  That 
she  was  taken  out  of  prison  the  3rd  day  of  February,  1863, 
and  ordered  to  leave  the  State  of  Maryland  for  15  years,  and 
that  Duvall  took  from  her,  her  house  and  property." 


Head  Quarters  Middle  Department, 

Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Baltimore  Md.,  January  3CMA,  1865. 

General  Orders,  No.  18. 

The  Freedmens  Bureau,  established  in  this  city  by  virtue 
of  General  Orders  No.  112,  Head  Quarters  Middle  Depart- 
ment, November  9th  18G4,  is  hereby  abolished. 

All  papers  and  correspondence  relating  to  said  Bureau  have 
been  referred  to  a  Legislative  Committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
By  command  of 

MAJOR  GEN'L.  WALLACE. 

Official. 

Samuel  B.  Lawrence, 

Asst.  Adjt.  General. 


